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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR
MANAGEMENT OF A FLEET OF VEHICLES
HAVING AN ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM

FIELD

The present invention relates to vehicles with vehicle sys-
tems such as an energy storage system. The present invention
also relates to a system and method for configuration and
management of a vehicle system such as an energy storage
system. The present invention further relates a system and
method for configuration and management of a vehicle sys-
tem such as an energy storage system having modular com-
ponents such as interchangeable energy storage modules. The
present invention further relates to a system and method for
configuration and management of a vehicle system such as an
energy storage system configured to use data from data
sources external to the vehicle. The present invention further
relates to a system and method for configuration and manage-
ment of a vehicle system such as an energy storage system
implemented with a predictive control system. The present
invention further relates to a system and method for configu-
ration and management of a fleet of vehicles each with a
vehicle system such as an energy storage system with inter-
changeable energy storage modules. The present invention
further relates to a system and method for configuration and
management of a vehicle system such as a battery system.

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

Priority Applications
[None]

RELATED APPLICATIONS

(a) U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/188,890, entitled
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR CONFIGURATION AND
MANAGEMENT OF AN ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM
FOR AVEHICLE, naming Roderick A. Hyde, Jordin T. Kare,
David B. Tuckerman, Thomas Allan Weaver, and Lowell L.
Wood, Ir. as inventors, filed Feb. 25, 2014, is related to and
incorporated by reference in the present application; (b) U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 14/188,940, entitled SYSTEM
AND METHOD FOR PREDICTIVE CONTROL OF AN
ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM FOR A VEHICLE, naming
Roderick A. Hyde, Jordin T. Kare, David B. Tuckerman,
Thomas Allan Weaver, and Lowell L. Wood, Jr. as inventors,
filed Feb. 25, 2014, is related to and incorporated by reference
in the present application.

BACKGROUND

It is well-known to provide a vehicle with an energy storage
system available to supply power for propulsion (transport) of
the vehicle. For example, it is well-known to provide an
electric vehicle (EV) with a propulsion system powered by
electrical energy. A typical EV will be provided with an
energy storage system in the form of a battery system com-
prising at least one battery (e.g. one battery module) and a
drive system (e.g. comprising at least one electric motor)
coupled to the battery system. The EV is powered by the
supply of electrical energy from the battery system to the
drive system (e.g. electric motors acting through at least one
wheel having traction with the road surface) and can remain
in operation until the energy storage system no longer has
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sufficient electrical energy (e.g. until the battery system is
drained to below a certain level). Energy is typically supplied
by recharging and/or replacing energy storage modules such
as battery modules.

Itis also known to provide a hybrid-electric vehicle (HEV)
that includes at least two separate systems to provide energy
for vehicle propulsion. One common type of HEV is provided
with both a battery system with accompanying drive system
(e.g. motors operated using electrical energy) as one propul-
sion system and an internal combustion engine (ICE) pow-
ered by a fuel such as gasoline with an accompanying drive
system (such as a drive shaft, transmission/axle or transaxle,
etc.) as another propulsion system. A hybrid vehicle may
comprise any type of hybrid system to a parallel system with
generally separate power plants/drive systems and a series/
serial system with at least some shared components/systems
for propulsion of the vehicle.

Itis known to provide an EV or HEV with a battery system
comprising a battery pack or battery modules. The battery
pack or battery modules for the battery system are typically
rechargeable. The capability (e.g. type, capacity, perfor-
mance) and configuration of the battery pack or battery mod-
ule is typically a design consideration of an EV or HEV.
Battery modules are an important component of the battery
system of an EV or HEV.

It is known to use instrumentation to acquire data from
components of vehicle systems to monitor and/or control the
operation of vehicle systems. For example, the battery system
in an EV or HEV may include a management system to
manage and monitor the use and operation of the battery/
battery module during operation of the vehicle. The manage-
ment system may include a processor functioning as a con-
troller with a control program coupled to instrumentation on
the battery system; the management system operates the pro-
gram to provide signals that can be used to manage and
monitor the battery system in use and operation. See, for
example, U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2011/
0184677Al.

It is also known to provide on a vehicle (such as a work
vehicle) a network or data bus that is connected to one or more
vehicle systems, for example, as indicated in U.S. Pat. No.
7,206,672 (data bus in motor vehicle shown as automobile)
and U.S. Pat. No. 6,665,601 (data bus in work vehicle shown
as tractor). A network (or data bus) on a vehicle allows for
communication of data and information between vehicle sys-
tems for use and management of the vehicle. Vehicle net-
works are provided in a variety of forms for a variety of
different types of vehicles.

Itis further well-known to provide computing devices such
as smart phones/mobile telephones that are able to be con-
nected to networks such as the internet and/or local area
networks, etc. to share and access data. Such devices (which
are becoming ubiquitous in large segments of society) are
able to access a variety of types and content of data from a
variety of network-accessible sources. Data and information
available over the internet and other networks may have direct
and/or indirect relation to the operation and performance of a
vehicle and vehicle systems and components. Network-con-
nectivity capability of such systems and devices is expanding;
with the expansion of network-connectivity capability comes
an expansion of access to data/data sources available to man-
age network-connected systems and devices including
vehicles and vehicle systems.

Vehicles and vehicle systems are not typically operated and
managed using data and information that could be accessed
from data sources by means of network connectivity or con-
figured to use the wide range of data and information that may
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be accessible. Vehicles and vehicle systems are typically con-
figured and operated using a reduced or limited set of data/
information from a reduced or limited set of data sources. As
a result, such vehicles may not be configured or operated/
managed in a manner that is optimal for performance of duties
to be performed by the vehicle.

SUMMARY

It would be advantageous to provide vehicles with vehicle
systems such as an energy storage system that can be config-
ured and/or managed and/or operated using data and infor-
mation from data sources. It would also be advantageous to
provide a system and method for configuration and manage-
ment of a vehicle system such as an energy storage system
such as a battery system for a vehicle. It would be advanta-
geous to provide an energy storage system for a vehicle hav-
ing interchangeable/modular components such as a battery
system having interchangeable battery modules. It would
further be advantageous to provide a system and method for
configuration and management of a vehicle system such as an
energy storage system configured to use data from data
sources external to the vehicle. It would further be advanta-
geous to provide a system and method for predictive control
of'a vehicle system such as an energy storage system imple-
mented through a management system configured to use data
sources including external to the vehicle. It would further be
advantageous to provide a system and method for configura-
tion and management of a vehicle system such as a battery
system implemented with a predictive control system. It
would be advantageous to provide a fleet management system
for a fleet of vehicles having an energy storage system with
modular components. It would further be advantageous to
provide a system and method for configuration and manage-
ment of a fleet of vehicles each with a vehicle system such as
a battery system with interchangeable battery modules.

It would be advantageous to provide an energy storage
system for a vehicle with a management system configured to
use data and information available over a network or by
instrumentation and configured to enhance or optimize the
performance of the energy storage system and/or other
vehicle systems. Data and information may be made available
from external data sources accessible over a network such as
the internet and/or from data sources on the vehicle such as by
data communications, instrumentation and sensors for
vehicle systems.

The present invention relates to a system and method for
management of an energy storage system for a vehicle having
vehicle systems including the energy storage system. The
vehicle may be operated in a configuration to perform at least
one duty in conditions of operation such as travel on a route.
The energy storage system may be a battery system with
battery modules. The management system may be configured
to plan and operate vehicle systems such as the energy storage
system based on data and information available from data
sources on the vehicle and from connectivity to data sources
external to the vehicle. The management system may com-
prise a computing system configured to manage at least one
vehicle system including the energy storage system. The
computing system may be configured to use data from data
sources to create a management plan for operation of the
vehicle and the energy storage system based on criteria such
as objectives and predicted conditions. Data from the data
sources may be available to the computing system during
operation of the vehicle and the energy storage system so that
the management plan can be adapted to conditions of opera-
tion. Performance of the vehicle and the energy storage sys-
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tem in operation of the duty may be managed according to the
management plan and the conditions of operation. The energy
storage system may be a battery system with battery modules.

The present invention also relates to an energy storage
system for a vehicle having interchangeable/modular compo-
nents. The energy storage system may be configured by selec-
tion and installation of components or modules. The modules
may be of different type so that the capability and intended
performance of the system and vehicle can be modified or
adapted by configuration of the system with selective instal-
lation of modules. The energy storage system may be a bat-
tery system with battery modules.

The present invention also relates to a fleet management
system for vehicles having an energy storage system. The
fleet management system may use data and information avail-
able from data sources and from connectivity to networks.
Data from the data sources may be available to the fleet
management system to allow configuration and deployment/
use of vehicles in the fleet according to conditions of opera-
tion and other considerations. The energy storage system may
be a battery system with battery modules.

The present invention also relates to an inventory manage-
ment system for components of a vehicle system such as an
energy storage system for a vehicle. The energy storage sys-
tem may comprise interchangeable/modular components
managed as inventory of outlets. Data from the data sources
may be available to a computing system of the inventory
management system so that the management of inventory of
components provided to outlets (such as service centers
where components are installed and replaced) is performed
according to specified objectives and considerations/criteria.
The energy storage system may be a battery system with
battery modules.

The present invention also relates to a life-cycle manage-
ment system for components of a vehicle system such as an
energy storage system. The life-cycle management system
may use data and information available from data sources and
from connectivity to networks and from components. The
life-cycle management system may be configured to allow
deployment/use of components in vehicle systems in a man-
ner intended to extend the useful life of the component. The
energy storage system may be a battery system and the com-
ponents may be battery modules.

The present invention also relates to a data analytics system
for vehicle systems and components for vehicles in use in
various conditions of operation. The data analytics system
may use data and information available from data sources and
from connectivity to networks including from databases con-
taining data records from vehicles and vehicle systems using
components. The data analytics system may be configured to
perform data operations and to facilitate the management and
maintenance/update of data relating to components and/or
conditions of operation, including data models and operating
programs for vehicle systems and components. The energy
storage system may be a battery system with battery modules.

The present invention further relates to a system and
method of predictive management of an energy storage sys-
tem in a vehicle comprising vehicle systems including the
energy storage system. The method may comprise the steps of
obtaining data relating to the vehicle in data categories from
data sources, determining a route and duty for the vehicle,
determining the configuration of vehicle systems, evaluating
data to predict anticipated conditions for the route and duty,
determining a plan for operation of the vehicle and vehicle
systems according to criteria such as objectives, operating the
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vehicle, and monitoring the operation of the vehicle. The
energy storage system may be a battery system with battery
modules.

The present invention further relates to other systems and
methods described and disclosed in the specification includ-
ing the FIGURES.

FIGURES

FIGS. 1A and 1B are schematic block diagrams of a
vehicle with a management system for vehicle systems
including an energy storage system according to an exem-
plary embodiment.

FIG. 1C is a schematic block diagram of vehicle systems
according to an exemplary embodiment.

FIGS. 2A and 2B are schematic block diagrams of a
vehicle with management system for vehicle systems shown
as an energy storage system and a drive system and shown
with network connectivity according to an exemplary
embodiment.

FIG. 3 is a schematic block diagram of a network for a
vehicle with a management system for vehicle systems and a
network interface to data sources according to an exemplary
embodiment.

FIG. 4A is a schematic block diagram showing types/
categories of computing devices connectable with a vehicle
by network according to an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 4B is a schematic block diagram of a configuration of
network connectivity for a personal vehicle according to an
exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 4C is a schematic block diagram of a configuration of
network connectivity for a fleet of vehicles according to an
exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 5 is a schematic block diagram of a computing system
according to an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 6 is a schematic block diagram of an energy storage
system for a vehicle according to an exemplary embodiment.

FIGS. 7A to 7C are schematic block diagrams of a battery
system for a vehicle according to an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 8 is a schematic block diagram of an interface system
for an energy storage system for a vehicle according to an
exemplary embodiment.

FIGS. 9A to 9E are schematic block diagrams of battery
pack/module configurations for an energy storage system
such as a battery system for a vehicle according to an exem-
plary embodiment.

FIGS. 10A through 10G are schematic block diagrams of a
module for an energy storage system such as a battery system
according to an exemplary embodiment.

FIGS. 11A to 11D are schematic block diagrams of a
vehicle with an installed configuration of interchangeable
battery packs/modules for a battery system according to an
exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 11E is a schematic block diagram of a service center
to service battery systems comprising installed interchange-
able battery packs/modules for vehicles according to an
exemplary embodiment.

FIGS.12A and 12B are a schematic system block diagrams
of a set or fleet of vehicles with a management system and
battery system accessible by network to a computing device
according to an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 13 is a schematic system block diagram of system
functions/programs for a management system for a vehicle
according to an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 14 is a schematic system block diagram of types/
categories of data sets for a management system for a vehicle
according to an exemplary embodiment.
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FIGS. 15A and 15B are schematic system block diagrams
of types/categories of data from a vehicle system shown as a
battery system and from components of a battery system for
a vehicle according to an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 16 is a schematic flow diagram of the operation of a
management system with predictive control for a vehicle
system such as an energy storage system for a vehicle accord-
ing to an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 17 is a schematic flow diagram of an analytics func-
tion of a management system for a vehicle system with pre-
dictive control operating according to a data model according
to an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 18 is a schematic block diagram of a network of
vehicles and components of vehicle systems and data centers/
computing devices and other networks for the system accord-
ing to an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 19 is a schematic flow diagram of a system to config-
ure vehicle systems such as an energy storage system com-
prising a battery system according to an exemplary embodi-
ment.

FIGS. 20A to 20C are schematic block diagrams of battery
pack/module configurations for a battery system comprising
interchangeable battery modules according to an exemplary
embodiment.

FIGS. 21A and 21B are schematic block diagrams of
vehicles having a battery system with interchangeable battery
packs according to an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 22 is a schematic system block diagram of types/
categories of data sets for a battery module according to an
exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 23 is a schematic block diagram of an inventory
management system with a data center and a service center to
configure components of a vehicle system such as battery
packs/modules of a battery system for vehicles according to
an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 24 is a schematic system block diagram of system
functions/programs for the inventory management system to
configure components of a vehicle system such as battery
packs/modules of a battery system for a vehicle according to
an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 25 is a schematic flow diagram of the operation of an
inventory management system for components of vehicle
systems such as a battery system according to an exemplary
embodiment.

FIG. 26A is a schematic system block diagram for a life-
cycle management system of an inventory management sys-
tem for components of a vehicle system of a vehicle accord-
ing to an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 26B is a schematic flow diagram of the operation of a
life-cycle management system of an inventory management
system for components of a vehicle system of a vehicle
according to an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 27 A is a schematic system diagram of data operations
for an analytics system for vehicle systems such as an energy
storage system comprising a battery system with components
such as battery modules for a vehicle according to an exem-
plary embodiment.

FIG. 27B is a schematic block diagram of types/categories
of data for a database for an analytics system for a vehicle
system for a vehicle according to an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 27C is a schematic system block diagram of system
functions/programs for an analytics system for vehicle sys-
tems for a vehicle according to an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 27D is a schematic system diagram of system/data
operations for an analytics system for vehicle systems such as
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an energy storage system comprising a battery system with
components such as battery modules for a vehicle according
to an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 28 is a schematic block diagram of implementation of
ananalytics system for a set or fleet of vehicles with an energy
storage system shown as a battery system according to an
exemplary embodiment.

FIGS. 29 and 30A-30B are schematic flow diagrams of
operations of an analytics system for vehicle systems such as
an energy storage system comprising a battery system with
components such as battery modules for a vehicle according
to an exemplary embodiment.

FIG. 31 is a schematic block diagram of a system/data
operations for a fleet management system for vehicles with an
energy storage system such as a battery system according to
an exemplary embodiment.

TABLES

TABLE A is a listing of data sources available to provide
data items to the management system according to an exem-
plary embodiment.

TABLE B is a listing of data items for an energy storage
system (such as a battery system) available to the manage-
ment system according to an exemplary embodiment.

TABLE C is a listing of data items for vehicle type and use
available to the management system according to an exem-
plary embodiment.

TABLE D is a listing of data items for route/duty (such as
event/trip/activity data) available to the management system
according to an exemplary embodiment.

TABLE E is a listing of data items for resources/facilities
available to the management system according to an exem-
plary embodiment.

TABLE F is a listing of data items for operator/driver
identification and preferences available to the management
system according to an exemplary embodiment.

TABLE G is a listing of data items for road conditions/
traffic (such as occurring at a location or on a route or at a
destination) available to the management system according to
an exemplary embodiment.

TABLE H is a listing of data items relating to date (includ-
ing date and time and time of year/season) available to the
management system according to an exemplary embodiment.

TABLE 1 is a listing of data items for environmental con-
ditions such as weather (such as occurring at a location or on
a route or at a destination) available to the management sys-
tem according to an exemplary embodiment.

TABLE ] is a listing of data items of plan objectives for a
management system for a vehicle system such as an energy
storage system according to an exemplary embodiment.

DESCRIPTION

Referring to the FIGURES, a system and method for man-
agement of a vehicle system such as an energy storage system
(e.g. a battery system) for a vehicle is shown according to
exemplary embodiments; the system and method uses data
from a variety of sources including data sources from vehicle
systems and data sources external to the vehicle such as
databases and data available over networks such as the inter-
net.

Vehicle/Vehicle System Configurations

Referring to FIGS. 1A and 1B, a vehicle V with a manage-
ment system for vehicle systems including an energy storage
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system is shown schematically according to an exemplary
embodiment. According to an exemplary embodiment, as
indicated representationally in FIGS. 1A and 2A-2B, the
systems shown and disclosed may be of a type provided for
any of a wide variety of vehicles including but not limited to
electric vehicles and hybrid/hybrid-electric vehicles. (A
hybrid vehicle may comprise any type of hybrid system
including but not limited to a parallel system with generally
separate power plants/drive systems and a series/serial sys-
tem with at least some shared components/systems for pro-
pulsion of the vehicle.)

FIG. 1A shows a hybrid electric vehicle (HEV); FIG. 1B
shows an electric vehicle (EV). As shown schematically in
FIGS. 1A and 1B, each vehicle (HEV and EV) comprises the
energy storage system with a power conversion system and a
vehicle management system.

As shown schematically in FIG. 1A, the energy storage
system is a vehicle system representing any system or com-
ponent of the vehicle configured to store and deliver energy to
other vehicle systems. As shown schematically in FIG. 1B,
the energy storage system may comprise a battery system.
According to an exemplary embodiment, the energy storage
system may also comprise other systems or components such
as a fuel cell system, capacitor system/circuit, fly wheel,
thermal storage, thermal/waste heat sources/supply, auxiliary
vehicle systems, etc. (e.g. any systems, subsystems, sources
on or associated with the vehicle that may provide or generate
energy available for vehicle systems), as well as additional
systems or components such as charging circuitry, switching
circuitry, safety/protection circuitry, sensors, temperature
control devices, etc. The power conversion system (shown
schematically) is a vehicle system comprising systems and
components to convert energy into a form for use and storage
by or for vehicle systems (e.g. mechanical energy into elec-
trical energy such as for a generator to charge a battery system
and electrical energy into mechanical energy such as for a
motor in a drive in a system). The vehicle management system
(shown schematically) represents a computer-based system
for managing (e.g. controlling, monitoring, coordinating,
etc.) operation of the vehicle and vehicle systems. The vehicle
management system is connected to a user interface that
allows presentation of information (e.g. text, video, audio,
etc.) for the operator and occupants of the vehicle and inter-
action by the operator with the vehicle and vehicle systems.

As shown schematically in FIG. 1A, the hybrid-electric
vehicle (HEV) comprises a power plant (e.g. such as an inter-
nal combustion engine) that is configured to provide power to
vehicle systems such as a drive system (e.g. through a drive
shaft and transmission/transaxle) for propulsion of the
vehicle; the hybrid vehicle also comprises an energy storage
system (e.g. comprising a battery system and/or other sys-
tems) that is configured to provide power to vehicle systems
such as a drive system (e.g. through the power conversion
system to one or more electric motors) for propulsion of the
vehicle.

As shown schematically in FIG. 1B, the electric vehicle
(EV) comprises an energy storage system shown as a battery
system supplying power to the drive system (e.g. for propul-
sion of the vehicle) and other vehicle systems. As indicated,
according to other exemplary embodiments, each of the
vehicle systems of the vehicle may comprise multiple com-
ponents or multiple types of components (e.g. in the energy
storage system and drive system); the vehicle may comprise
multiple power plants.

As indicated schematically in FIG. 1C, according to an
exemplary embodiment, the vehicle systems of a vehicle may
be categorized into related systems (and subsystems); for
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example, a vehicle may comprise vehicle systems relating to
vehicle propulsion including the power plant (or power
plants), drive system (or systems), energy storage system
(including energy sources), power conversion system (or sys-
tems) and other subsystems/components (e.g. sensors, instru-
mentation control) supporting vehicle propulsion.

The energy storage system and power plant are connected
to the power conversion system (shown schematically in
FIGS. 1A and 1B) which converts power into a form for use
in the vehicle. As indicated, in a hybrid-electric vehicle or
electric vehicle, the power conversion system and drive sys-
tem can comprise a generator and electric motor at one wheel
or at multiple wheels; the power conversion system converts
electrical energy from the battery system to mechanical
energy delivered to a wheel of the drive system and/or
mechanical energy from a regenerative braking system at a
wheel to electrical energy to recharge a battery module in the
battery system. According to an exemplary embodiment for a
hybrid-electric vehicle, the power plant may be configured to
supply energy to the energy storage system through the power
conversion system (e.g. to charge, recharge, operate, etc.
components of the energy storage system). For example, as
indicated the power plant can supply mechanical energy at a
drive shaft to a generator to generate power to recharge the
battery system in the vehicle. According to an exemplary
embodiment, the vehicle V may be configured to obtain a
supply of energy from external sources (such as fueling sta-
tions, electric outlets, wireless power transmission, etc.
shown schematically as power/energy source PS) connected
or supplied to the energy storage system or other vehicle
systems VS. See FIG. 2A. Asindicated in FIG. 2A, the vehicle
may be configured to obtain power/energy by a wireless con-
nection directed (e.g. beamed, radio frequency radiated or
otherwise transmitted power) from a power source or supply
of energy (e.g. made available when the vehicle is stationed,
serviced, parked, stopped for a time in operation, etc.). The
vehicle may comprise an auxiliary or other power/energy
collection systems or devices. For example, vehicle systems
on the vehicle may comprise additional power sources or
energy storage devices such as a waste heat recovery system
configured to use waste heat from vehicle systems, a solar
panel on vehicle exterior, auxiliary electric generator system,
etc. to generate electric power. According to an exemplary
embodiment, the vehicle may be configured to use electrical
energy or heat (e.g. waste heat) as at least one source of supply
for the energy storage system (e.g. as energy to be supplied
while the vehicle is stationed and/or in operation). See FIGS.
2A-2B.

As indicated, the power plant may comprise any of a wide
variety of power-generation systems, engines, etc. According
to an exemplary embodiment, the power plant may comprise
an internal combustion engine of a type configured to use
gasoline (or a blend) as a fuel; according to other exemplary
embodiments, the power plant may comprise an engine con-
figured to use any of a wide variety of other fuels such as
bio-fuels (fuels derived from biological matter, including
ethanol, butanol, bio-diesel, etc.), diesel fuel, natural gas
(including liquid natural gas), propane, hydrogen, etc.
According to an exemplary embodiment, in which the vehicle
is ahybrid electric vehicle, the power plant may be configured
for use of any of a variety of fuels such as gasoline, ethanol,
bio-fuel, diesel, liquid natural gas, nature gas, methane,
hydrogen, etc. The vehicle may comprise a plug-in electric
vehicle (e.g. configured to connect by wire to be supplied with
electrical energy at a charging station). According to an exem-
plary embodiment, the vehicle systems of the vehicle may
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comprise a fuel cell system as part of the power plant and/or
as part of the energy storage system (e.g. in conjunction with
a battery system).

The vehicle systems VS as indicated schematically in the
FIGURES may be any type of system operated on or in a
vehicle such as drive system, electrical system, control sys-
tem, energy conversion system, heat transfer/exchange sys-
tem, computing system, communication system, monitoring
system, lighting system, auxiliary power system, heating/air-
conditioning system, security system, instrumentation sys-
tem, safety system, occupant comfort/convenience system,
etc.

According to an exemplary embodiment as indicated in the
FIGURES, the vehicle is shown schematically to indicate a
generally conventional type of wheeled vehicle. According to
other exemplary embodiments, the vehicle may comprise any
type of vehicle including but not limited to personal vehicles,
commercial vehicles, work vehicles, agriculture vehicles,
industrial vehicles, factory vehicles, delivery vehicles, emer-
gency services vehicles, light-duty vehicles, heavy-duty
vehicles, recreational vehicles, military vehicles, boat or
marine vehicles, land vehicles, drone/unmanned vehicles,
remote-controlled vehicles, etc. The vehicle could be config-
ured using wheels, tracks, treads, fans, propellers, legs (e.g.
robotic legs), magnetic levitation systems, etc. for propul-
sion/traction, support and/or control of the vehicle (e.g.
through the drive system or other apparatus and systems of a
type used in vehicles).

The vehicle may be part of a set/group or fleet F operating
from multiple locations (seee.g. FIGS. 12A-12B and 31). The
vehicle may be configured specifically for certain tasks or
may be a general purpose vehicle.

Vehicle Network Connectivity

Referring to FIGS. 2A and 2B, a vehicle V is shown sche-
matically with a management system MS (e.g. intended to
represent a vehicle management system or any management
system for a vehicle system or component) and network con-
nectivity according to an exemplary embodiment. As shown
in FIGS. 2A and 2B, the vehicle V including the management
system MS may be configured to obtain and maintain a net-
work connection to data sources DS (see FIG. 3) in various
modes ofuse and operation (e.g. wired, wireless, short-range,
long-range, etc.). As indicated schematically in FIG. 2A,
according to an exemplary embodiment, the vehicle is sta-
tioned (e.g. not in active use or duty) and may be connected
with an energy supply or power source (such as for refueling
or recharging the energy storage system); as indicated sche-
matically in FIG. 2B, the vehicle is in use in typical operation
of'a duty (e.g. travel on a route and/or to perform an activity).
According to an exemplary embodiment, when stationed (e.g.
parked, refueling or recharging) (FIG. 2A) and when in
operation (e.g. performing a duty, traveling on a route) (FIG.
2B) the vehicle will be connectable to a network N and the
management system will have access to network-based
sources. (According to an exemplary embodiment, the
vehicle may also be provided with a system to supply power
to the energy storage system or other vehicle systems in
operation, for example, through a regenerative braking sys-
tem, a waste heat recovery system, a transmitted/wireless
recharging system, a solar power/energy collection system,
etc.)

According to an exemplary embodiment, the vehicle will
be configured for data/network connectivity to data sources/
networks when stationed or stopped or in operation; for
example, when the vehicle is stationed (e.g. at a station/outlet
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such as a garage or parking location or a home base) a gen-
erally continuous and/or relatively reliable intermittent data
connection (wired or wireless) may be available for relatively
high-speed data transmission/communications (e.g. at a rela-
tively high bandwidth); when the vehicle is in motion/opera-
tion (e.g. performing a duty, traveling on a route, etc.) the data
connection will typically be wireless and may not be continu-
ous or reliable (or available at high speed/bandwidth). See
FIGS. 2A and 2B. According to an exemplary embodiment,
the management system may be configured to employ a data/
network connectivity strategy or routine to interchange (e.g.
transmit/receive) higher volumes of data or certain types of
data (e.g. important data) when a high bandwidth data con-
nection is available and established; lower volumes of data or
background data may be interchanged with regularity at times
when data/network connectivity of any type is established.
See FIGS. 2A and 2B. According to an exemplary embodi-
ment, in the course of operation of the vehicle, intermittent
periods when the vehicle can establish a high-speed/high-
bandwidth data/network connection (such as when the
vehicle is stationed/parked at a location/facility) can be
scheduled/anticipated or in any event used for high-volume
data interchange; other periods when the vehicle has a wire-
less data/network connection that has limited bandwidth
(even if generally continuous connectivity such as during
travel on a cellular carrier network) can be used for lower
volume data interchange (e.g. with data buffered and stored
as/for transmission).

Referring to FIGS. 3 and 4A-4C, a vehicle network for a
vehicle comprising vehicle systems is shown schematically
according to an exemplary embodiment; as indicated, the
on-vehicle network (or data bus) comprises a network inter-
face and various systems and components such as the vehicle
management system, energy storage system, power conver-
sion system, power plant and other vehicle systems or loads
(such as the drive system). As indicated in FIGS. 2A-2B, 3
and 4A-4C, the vehicle is connectable to various other off-
vehicle networks, including proprietary networks, local net-
works, wireless networks, cellular/telecommunication car-
rier networks, commercial networks, etc. and the internet.

Referring to FIG. 4A, types of computing devices connect-
able to a network along with a vehicle are shown schemati-
cally according to an exemplary embodiment; the vehicle V
and network N may be configured to allow access to the
vehicle and network from a user interface Ul on the vehicle
(see FIGS. 1A-1B) and/or from a user interface on other
computing devices CS such as mobile devices MD, home/
office H/O, service centers SC, data centers DC, etc. (e.g.
external to the vehicle). According to an exemplary embodi-
ment, a system or device on the network may comprise a
network device, computing device or a computing system.
Referring to FIG. 5, a computing system CS is shown sche-
matically according to an exemplary embodiment (generally
of'a conventional type). According to an exemplary embodi-
ment, the computing system configured for use with the sys-
tem may be of any suitable type for the vehicle or network. As
indicated in FIG. 5, according to an exemplary embodiment,
the computing system may comprise a conventional com-
puter/microcomputer system; according to other exemplary
embodiments, the computing system may comprise any type
of computing device or system configuration to interchange
and process data. Data storage and interchange may be pro-
vided by any suitable method or devices, including but not
limited to USB/USB-connected or other storage/devices, net-
work-connected storage/devices, cloud-based systems/infra-
structure, etc. (e.g. interchangeable/storage and use of data
shown schematically as data D in FIGS. 14 and 22).
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Referring to FIGS. 4B and 4C, according to an exemplary
embodiment, the configuration of nodes of the network and
computing device access to a vehicle V and vehicle systems
VS are shown schematically for a personal vehicle (see FIG.
4B) and a fleet of multiple commercial/industrial/other
vehicles (see FIG. 4C). Personal vehicles can be part of a
group or fleet of multiple vehicles. As indicated in FIG. 4B,
for a personal vehicle (or personal vehicles for a household)
the nodes or network access points for the vehicle owner/
operators may include network-connected computing sys-
tems and devices such as a mobile device (e.g. cell phone,
smart phone, tablet, etc.) or a home computer (or other com-
puter such as accessible to the owner/operator, such as at
home, office, hotel, etc.). As indicated in FIG. 4C, the nodes
or network access points for commercial/industrial vehicles
in a fleet may comprise computing systems that include
mobile devices, computers, data centers, etc. (e.g. accessible
to staff, employees, operators, etc.) for multiple vehicles in
the fleet. See also FIGS. 12A-12B and 31.

As indicated in FIGS. 4A-4C (and 12B), vehicles may be
operated individually (e.g. as a personal/family or small-
business vehicle) or may be operated in fleets (e.g. by entities
such as commercial entities, rental agencies, governmental/
municipal entities, etc.). According to an exemplary embodi-
ment, multiple individual or fleet vehicles may be aggregated
or associated in one or more groups or fleets (e.g. fleets or
groups according to common or shared attributes such as
type, manufacturer, model, location, service center/pattern,
component configuration, driver/operator association ortype,
use or use history, etc.); data/network connectivity and data
operations for groups (formal, informal, or selective) may be
configured based on the needs, interests or capabilities of the
group/fleet and network/user interfaces and nodes developed
or configured for vehicles (and operators of vehicles) in the
group or fleet. For example, a group of vehicles sold by or
serviced at a vehicle dealer, from a particular manufacturer,
registered with an association or club (e.g. automobile asso-
ciation/club, etc.) or otherwise affiliated in some manner or
with a collective interest/purpose may be provided with
shared network and data connectivity (e.g. operated under a
fleet management system and with shared use of related data/
information access).

As shown schematically in FIG. 18, according to an exem-
plary embodiment, a network may comprise various comput-
ing devices such as at a data center DC, service center SC,
fleet management center FC, office O, home H, in communi-
cation with vehicles V having energy storage systems shown
as battery systems BS and connected to other networks N
such as the internet 1. (As indicated, vehicle systems and
components (such as systems or components with embedded
or other computing systems) may be provided with indi-
vidual/separate data/network connectivity).

According to an exemplary embodiment, the vehicle com-
prises a network N with data/instrumentation interfaces for
vehicle systems and connectivity to other networks. As shown
schematically in FIGS. 2A-2B and 3, the network is config-
ured to allow data communication/transmission between
vehicle systems and components (e.g. internal to the vehicle
as shown in the FIGURES) as well as with other systems
external to the vehicle including through connectivity to other
networks such as a local area network (LAN) and the internet.
According to an exemplary embodiment, the vehicle provides
a user interface (e.g. audio input/output and visual display
and/or other input device such as touchscreen and/or keypad,
etc.) to facilitate interaction and communications between the
user (e.g. operator or manager) and the vehicle and vehicle
systems. See FIGS. 1A, 1B and 5.
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According to an exemplary embodiment, the user interface
for a management system for a vehicle and/or vehicle system
may be provided in any of a variety of configurations depend-
ing upon any of a variety of considerations (including but not
limited to considerations of data access and security/safety).
For example, a vehicle system may have a user interface
provided in the vehicle instrument panel (e.g. within the
standard vehicle user interface such as in a dashboard or
console), in a separate control panel (e.g. on or associated
with the vehicle system), in a dedicated terminal (e.g. ata data
center or fleet/service center) remote to the vehicle, in a
restricted-access area on a vehicle (e.g. for a rental vehicle on
a control panel/user interface in a restricted-access location
such as a vehicle trunk that is not intended to be accessed by
the operator but only by an authorized service attendant of the
dedicated interface), etc. According to an exemplary embodi-
ment, the user interface can be provided for a computing
device or terminal connected over a network (e.g. in a manner
typically or conventionally used for network-connected
devices of any type) so that data access and updates as well as
system/data operations (such as status review and data/firm-
ware/software program maintenance and updates) can be pro-
vided from external computing locations such as through a
standard program/computer interface or other application
including an application program (e.g. mobile app available
for a mobile device such as a smart phone or tablet computer).
For example, the management system for a personal vehicle
may be made available to an owner-operator (or family) viaa
user interface provided on a personal computing device (e.g.
smart phone, tablet computer, home computer, etc.); the man-
agement system for a fleet vehicle such as a rental car/truck
may be made available via one type of user interface provid-
ing full/remote control on the computing system at the fleet
management center and via a second type of limited/re-
stricted local user interface made available to the person
operating the vehicle (e.g. renting the car/truck) (or alterna-
tively no access/user interface).

Management System for Vehicle Systems

According to a preferred embodiment, the energy storage
system will comprise a management system as indicated
schematically in FIGS. 1A-1B, 2A-2B, and 6. The manage-
ment system (MS) is configured to use data and information
from a wide range of data sources (DS) to provide control
signals used for operation of vehicle systems (VS) (such as an
energy storage system (ESS) and perform monitoring/report-
ing function as indicated schematically in FIG. 13 (e.g. a
schematic system block diagram of system functions/pro-
grams for the management system for a vehicle according to
an exemplary embodiment). According to an exemplary
embodiment, the management system will comprise a com-
puting device or system (CS) with a central processing unit
(CPU) or microcomputer module and other related systems
(e.g. memory management, networking, etc.). See FIG. 5.
According to an exemplary embodiment, the computing sys-
tem may be configured for the processor (e.g. CPU or micro-
computer) to operate an application program (e.g. routine or
algorithm) that comprises the management system. Accord-
ing to a preferred embodiment, the management system will
be configured with a control routine or program to perform
monitoring and data-based management operations (e.g.
using algorithms, computation, look-up tables/data values,
correlations, comparisons, etc.) for the vehicle system.

According to an exemplary embodiment, the computing
resource or device operating the management system (e.g.
program/processor) may be located in the vehicle or opera-
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tion may be divided/distributed among multiple computing/
data resources at multiple locations on or accessible by the
vehicle. According to an exemplary embodiment, the man-
agement system is located (operated) remote from the vehicle
and has only intermittent data/network connectivity and com-
munication with the vehicle; the vehicle comprises suitable
data storage to store data (e.g. sensor data and other obtained
and acquired data) and operating parameters (e.g. rules/rou-
tines, instructions, etc.) during periods when data/network
connectivity and communications to the management system
operation (e.g. remote computing resource) is unreliable or
not available; the vehicle system may be configured with
dedicated data storage for data/operating parameters and pro-
grams and/or may be configured to use data storage associ-
ated with one or more other vehicle systems (e.g. entertain-
ment system, engine/power plant control system, energy
storage system, etc.) to facilitate operation of the manage-
ment system on the vehicle with continuity.

According to an exemplary embodiment, the management
system may be implemented to operate on a primary comput-
ing system for the vehicle (e.g. system with control vehicle
CPU) and/or to operate on other computing systems for other
vehicle systems (e.g. shared computing resources) and/or to
operate using computing systems and resources available
over a network (N) (e.g. by network connectivity); for
example, if the management system is operated over a net-
work but data/network connectivity is disrupted, a program
for the management system may operate on available com-
puting resources (e.g. dedicated or distributed) on the vehicle
during the period of disruption of network connectivity;
according to an alternative embodiment, the vehicle system
may be configured to operate with a stored and/or default
operating program on the vehicle or otherwise available
within the vehicle if other intended computing resources
become unavailable (e.g. so that at least basic functionality
can be provided for the management system at virtually all
times).

According to an exemplary embodiment, the management
system can be configured to incorporate or allow access/
interaction with multiple vehicle systems as well as other
devices and components (e.g. functions) that can be inte-
grated or interconnected with the management system for
control, monitoring, data connectivity, etc. (e.g. components,
devices or control systems and other instrumentation in or
associated with the vehicle) as available on a vehicle network
(e.g. network, data bus or other data connection). See FIG. 3.
The management system is configured to interface with
vehicle systems such as the energy storage system (e.g. bat-
tery system) through data communications over established
input/output channels and/or network/data connectivity. See
FIGS. 2A-2B.

As shown schematically in FIGS. 2A-2B, 6 and 7A-7C,
according to an exemplary embodiment, the management/
control system for a vehicle system such as an energy storage
system (shown as a battery system) may be distributed to
computing/data resources on multiple systems on the vehicle
(e.g. at a system/subsystem/component level) or may be cen-
tralized (e.g. operated at a central control/management sys-
tem for the vehicle). As shown schematically in FIG. 7,
according to an exemplary embodiment, the control/manage-
ment system for a battery system may comprise a computing
system (e.g. processor and etc.) with a control/management
program or subroutines (e.g. such as in a computation/data
model with algorithms and/or data tables) and data storage for
the control/management system.

Energy Storage System Configuration

Referring to FIG. 6, an energy storage system (ESS) for a
vehicle is shown schematically according to an exemplary
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embodiment, to comprise energy storage modules (ESM)
along with an interface circuit (IS) and management system
(MS). According to an exemplary embodiment, the energy
storage system may comprise a battery system as indicated in
FIGS. 1B, 6, 7A-7B, 9A-9C and 11A-11C. According to
other exemplary embodiments, the energy storage system
may comprise any of a variety of energy storage devices such
as a capacitor system (e.g. capacitor circuits/devices such as
an ultra-capacitor) and/or a fuel cell system in combination
with a battery system; as indicated schematically in FIG. 9C,
the energy storage system with fuel cell system and/or a
capacitor system may be configured with a battery system to
provide an energy storage system to handle varying levels of
demand such as peak demand (charge and discharge) using
each component according to its capability (e.g. a capacitorto
deliver current at high-rate and the fuel cell system to extend
capacity and rechargeable battery modules for storage capac-
ity and delivery of energy). According to any preferred
embodiment, the energy storage system (and any other power
plant) for the vehicle will be configured to operate the vehicle
in a cost-efficient/energy-efficient manner to perform the des-
ignated duties and functions of the vehicle in its application.

Referring to FIGS. 6 and 8, an interface system for the
energy storage system is shown schematically according to an
exemplary embodiment; the interface system may comprise
an interface/switching circuit to facilitate operation and con-
trol ofthe energy storage system as well as a protection circuit
to protect components of the energy storage system.

Data Connectivity for Management System

Data and information for data sources used by the manage-
ment system can be acquired or obtained by connection to a
variety of sources including “local” data sources to a vehicle
and vehicle system (such as the energy storage system) and
“remote” data sources accessible by use of systems providing
data communications and network connectivity as indicated
schematically in FIGS. 2A-2B, 3 and 18. See also TABLES
A-J. According to an exemplary embodiment, the system will
include a network connection to the computing system, such
as a network on the vehicle, a telecommunications network,
the internet, wireless network, vehicle-based network, LAN,
etc. See FIGS. 3, 4A-4C and 18. Data is interchanged with
computing devices and systems from the vehicle over the
network and used and shared over the network to operate
vehicle systems via the management system. Data and infor-
mation for the vehicle can be obtained directly from compo-
nents and devices in use/operation, from sensors and instru-
mentation, from user input, from internal data storage (e.g.
local to the vehicle), from external sources (e.g. remote from
the vehicle such as available from connectivity to networks
such as the internet), etc. See e.g. TABLE A. Components of
the vehicle systems such as the energy storage system may
have data models (e.g. data records and stored data sets and
computational models/algorithms or tables to model compo-
nent performance); data models and data sets for vehicle
systems and components may be accessed and used as data
sources for the management system as shown schematically
in FIG. 14 (representation of categories of data sets for the
management system according to an exemplary embodi-
ment).

According to an exemplary embodiment, the vehicle sys-
tems and vehicle will be configured with a combination of
sensors and instrumentation as well as with network connec-
tivity (e.g. to networks such as the internet) with data storage
to make data and data sets available for the management
system (and with data and information acquired at or near real
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time or periodically updated at suitable intervals for reliable
use and accurate functioning); programs and routines can be
established for maintenance and updating data and for data/
information availability according to the need and importance
of'the data and information (e.g. need for accuracy, reliability,
sensitivity) to the proper operation of the management system
and the vehicle system.

Data Management

According to an exemplary embodiment, the management
system can be configured to function with any of a wide
variety of categories of data and information from data
sources (DS) regularly available or periodically available to
the vehicle (e.g. including categories of information that may
only periodically be available such as dependent upon con-
nectivity to external networks including the internet); the
management system can be programmed to use the data and
information as is available and/or to perform operations to
acquire or obtain data and information (e.g. updated) from
sources according to a hierarchy or routine intended to ensure
that reliable/accurate data and information is used according
to availability and may have redundancy in data sources to
enhance system reliability. See FIGS. 2A-2B, 3 and 18. In
implementation of the system and method, predetermined
objectives for predictive management may comprise consid-
eration of at least one of' (a) optimizing efficiency of operation
of the fleet; (b) reducing cost of operation; (c) extending
life-cycle of components; (d) priority of duties to be per-
formed. According to an exemplary embodiment, such con-
siderations may be categorized by priority.

The management system may be configured to anticipate
need and use of data and information and to obtain updates in
advance (e.g. autonomously or by routine or program) as
useful or necessary when updated data and information is
available (e.g. when the vehicle is parked at a location where
network access is available such as when in a garage where a
Wi-Fi connection can be established or when traveling in a
location where a mobile or wireless connection can be made
to a network such as the internet). See, e.g., FIGS. 2A-2B.
According to a preferred embodiment, the management sys-
tem will be provided with associated memory to store data
and information needed for use and operation (e.g. an asso-
ciated database in a data storage component/system such as a
hard drive or solid state memory unit/SSD). According to a
preferred embodiment, items of data and information for the
system may be structured in categories relating to the type of
the item of data and information and the manner in which the
item of data and information can be acquired or otherwise
obtained for the management system.

According to an exemplary embodiment, data sources pro-
vide data as a data record accessible to the computing system
by data communications or from data storage (e.g. managed
in a database and/or data files). The data sources on the
vehicle may include instrumentation of systems and compo-
nents associated with vehicle systems. According to an exem-
plary embodiment, instrumentation is associated with vehicle
systems such as the battery system; instrumentation may
comprise a global positioning system, an accelerometer, data
acquisition systems for monitored systems and components,
a thermal monitoring system (e.g. thermocouple or other
temperature monitoring system or device), etc.; the instru-
mentation devices may comprise data storage capability (e.g.
to buffer and store data to be transmitted).

According to an exemplary embodiment, the computing
system may also be connected to a network external to the
vehicle so that the data sources external to the vehicle com-
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prise data sources on the network external to the vehicle (e.g.
sources available on an external proprietary network or the
internet). See FIGS. 2B, 3, 4, and 18 and TABLES A-I.
According to an exemplary embodiment, data sources pro-
vide data relating to operating conditions for the vehicle in
duty, such as duty or route of the vehicle, operator of the
vehicle, type of the vehicle, configuration of vehicle systems,
operating conditions of the vehicle in the duty and environ-
mental conditions of the vehicle in the duty. According to an
exemplary embodiment, operating conditions available from
data sources (on the vehicle and external to the vehicle) will
include at least one of temperature, weather, weather forecast,
time of day, day of week, day of year, global positioning
system (GPS) location data, traffic conditions at location,
route information for the duty and available resources for
vehicle systems. According to an exemplary embodiment,
available resources for vehicle systems comprise facilities for
refueling and/or recharging, energy cost data and network
connectivity to the internet; the system can be configured so
that on-vehicle data is used when available and external data
is obtained or used as an alternative. According to an exem-
plary embodiment, the management system will be config-
ured to use/incorporate data from existing and/or other types
of'available data sources, including but not limited to internet-
available data, commercially-available data, subscriber-ser-
vice data, etc. or other databases.

According to an exemplary embodiment, data and infor-
mation from the management system can be retrieved and
accessed at network-connected computing device for pur-
poses of review, backup, evaluation, forensic and analytics.
Data and information from multiple vehicles can be collected,
combined and compared and used for any of a wide variety of
purposes, including evaluating of system/vehicle/component
performance, driver/operator profiling, trend identification,
optimization program/routine development and modifica-
tion, business analytics, resource and facility planning, pat-
tern identification, profile development, capacity monitoring
and development, performance comparison, product evalua-
tion, cause-effect evaluation, experimentation, etc. As indi-
cated, according to an exemplary embodiment, data can be
acquired from/for individual vehicles, fleets of vehicles,
groups of vehicles (formal or informal); individual vehicle
data may be aggregated over time for a personal vehicle;
multiple vehicle data may be aggregated over time for a fleet
or group.

Asindicated schematically in FIGS. 16 and 17 according to
an exemplary embodiment, data acquired and processed for
the analytics function can be used to improve the detail or
accuracy of data models for components of the vehicle sys-
tems. For example, actual performance data for a particular
type of battery module may be processed in an analytics
function to improve the accuracy of the data model associated
with battery module; an updated data model may be made
available to management systems for vehicles using the bat-
tery module in a battery system.

According to any exemplary embodiment, the manage-
ment system is configured to use data from data sources to
enhance the performance of the energy storage system and/or
vehicle in operation, for example, to improve energy effi-
ciency to extend component life, to optimize performance of
duties, to reduce the occurrence of malfunctions/failure, to
ensure proper use of components, to manage service routines,
to manage and optimize product life-cycle, etc. In implemen-
tation of the system and method, predetermined objectives for
predictive management may comprise consideration of at
least one of (a) optimizing efficiency of operation of the fleet;
(b) reducing cost of operation; (c) extending life-cycle of
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components; (d) priority of duties to be performed. According
to an exemplary embodiment, such considerations may be
categorized by priority.

Management of Energy Storage System

According to an exemplary embodiment, the management
system is configured to manage operation, configuration and
other functions of an energy storage system for a vehicle. See
FIGS. 1A-1B, 2A-2B and 13.

According to an exemplary embodiment, the vehicle with
an energy storage system is operated in a configuration to
perform duties such as travel on a route at the direction of the
management system under the operating conditions. See FI1G.
2B. The duty to be performed by a vehicle in a particular
configuration may comprise a route having a destination and/
or activities.

According to a preferred embodiment, the vehicle will be
configured and operated duty to fulfill objectives and criteria
considered by the management system for vehicle systems.
See TABLE J.

According to an exemplary embodiment, the management
system is configured to use data in combination with objec-
tives/considerations in a plan to manage the energy storage
system in the performance of each duty assigned to or per-
formed by the vehicle. See FIGS. 2A-2B and 6 and TABLES
A-J. According to an exemplary embodiment, management
of the energy storage system comprises management of
operation of a battery system (and if also in operation a fuel
cell, capacitor circuit, fly wheel, thermal storage, etc.). See
FIGS. 6 and 9A-9C. According to an exemplary embodiment,
the vehicle may be provided with other vehicle systems to be
related to the energy storage system under management such
as a wireless power source (e.g. beamed/transmitted power
available at a station or at a street location) or a solar collector
(e.g. an array of solar cells) to obtain energy for the energy
storage system (e.g. the battery system to provide energy to
charge components of the battery system); vehicle systems
related to the energy storage system under management may
also comprise a regenerative braking system to provide
energy to the energy storage system. According to any pre-
ferred embodiment, the management system will be config-
ured with a computing system as a control system (among
other components) to manage the operation of any such sys-
tems in coordination with the energy storage system and
power conversion system as indicated schematically in FIGS.
1A-1B, 3, 6 and 7A-7B.

The management system is configured to use data and
information to plan the operation of vehicle systems such as
the components of energy storage system based on data and
information available to the management system from data
sources at the vehicle and from connectivity to data sources
external to the vehicle as indicated in FIGS. 2B and 14.
According to an exemplary embodiment, data connection for
the management system may comprise connection to a
vehicle computer system, a vehicle network, a remote net-
work comprising the internet, a local area network, a home
network, a wireless network, a data transfer interface to a
network, commercial network, proprietary network, or to a
data transfer interface to a network. See FIGS. 2A-2B, 3 and
18. According to an exemplary embodiment, wireless data
transfer may be used for data backup to a data center or to an
inventory management system for components of the energy
storage system (such as battery modules of a battery system)
as indicated schematically in FIGS. 4A-4C, 10A-10G and
12A-12B.



US 9,079,505 B1

19

According to an exemplary embodiment, the management
system comprises a network-connected computing system
configured to manage and direct operation of vehicle systems
related to the energy storage system. See FIGS. 2A-2B, 3, 5
and 6. As indicated in FIGS. 4A-4C, 6, 7A-7B and 8, the
management system provides and/or is connected to a con-
troller or control system (including the interface system) for
each vehicle system and for the energy storage system.
According to an exemplary embodiment, the computing sys-
tem is connected to data sources on the vehicle (e.g. providing
data relating to the vehicle and vehicle systems) and to data
sources external to the vehicle (e.g. providing data related to
operation of the vehicle and vehicle systems).

According to an exemplary embodiment, the computing
system is configured to use data from data sources to create a
management plan for operation of the vehicle and vehicle
system such as the energy storage system (e.g. battery sys-
tem) to perform the duties assigned to the vehicle based on
criteria such as objectives and predicted conditions. See FIG.
14. According to an exemplary embodiment, the objectives
for the management plan may include optimization of con-
siderations such as energy efficiency, total operating cost,
energy availability, emissions, extending component life, etc.
See TABLE J.

As indicated in FIG. 14, the data/information sets may
comprise route/duty data (e.g. database containing items of
data and information as listed in TABLE D), driver/operator
data (e.g. database containing items of data and information
as listed in TABLE F), vehicle data (e.g. database containing
items of data and information as listed in TABLE C), vehicle
systems and components data (e.g. database containing items
of data and information as listed in TABLES B and C), oper-
ating conditions data (e.g. database containing items of data
and information as listed in TABLES G and H), environmen-
tal/other conditions data (e.g. database containing items of
data and information as listed in TABLE 1), resource/facility
data (e.g. database containing items of information as listed in
TABLE E).

Referring to FIGS. 13 and 14, according to an exemplary
embodiment, the management system comprises a set of
functions (functional modules) or programs and data/infor-
mation sets for operation. Functional modules/programs
comprise routines that may be implemented for a computing
system by any means known or available suitable for the
system (including but not limited to software programs,
application programs/APIs, firmware, algorithms, data
tables, etc. or other routines). As indicated in FIG. 13, the
functional modules/programs comprise a planning/manage-
ment module/program configured to perform the functions as
shown in FIG. 16 as well as a communication/reporting mod-
ule/program and a data management module/program (and
optionally or according to an alternative embodiment an ana-
lytics module/program).

As indicated in FIG. 16, the management system under the
management plan will provide signals to the controller for
vehicle systems such as the energy storage system to operate
the vehicle; data from the data sources is available to the
computing system during operation of the vehicle and the
vehicle system so that the management plan can be adapted to
conditions of operation; according to an exemplary embodi-
ment, performance of the duty during operation of the vehicle
and the vehicle system can be monitored and assessed and
managed according to management plan and according to the
conditions of operation of the vehicle.

According to an exemplary embodiment, referring to
FIGS. 14 and 16, a method of managing an energy storage
system (such as a battery system) may comprise the steps of
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obtaining data relating to the vehicle in data categories from
data sources, determining a route and duty, determining the
configuration of vehicle systems, evaluating data to predict
anticipated conditions for the route and duty, determining a
plan for operation of the vehicle and vehicle systems, oper-
ating the vehicle; and monitoring the operation of the vehicle.
The method may also perform the step of providing a report
and recommendation for the operator or a manager. The
method may further comprise the step of configuring the
vehicle or re-configuring the systems and components of the
vehicle before or during duty (e.g. configuring the battery
pack or battery modules of the battery system). The method
may also comprise in operation the steps of assessing the
status of the vehicle systems, modifying the route or duty,
providing a modified plan for operation, and obtaining data
from data sources.

According to an exemplary embodiment, the computing
system for the management system is configured with an
operating system and programming a set of functions includ-
ing a planning and management function to provide the man-
agement plan, a communication and reporting function to
provide information relating to the vehicle, a data manage-
ment function to manage data available to the computing
system from data sources, and an analytics function to pro-
vide data to create a database relating to the performance of at
least one vehicle system in operation. See FIG. 13. (Accord-
ing to an exemplary embodiment, the computing system com-
prises a micro-processor, data storage and a network interface
and operates a program to implement the management plan as
indicated schematically in FIG. 5.) Data storage comprises a
set of stored programs to implement the management plan; a
stored program can be accessed and loaded into the comput-
ing system from data storage to implement or adapt a stored
program for the management plan. See FIG. 16 (indicating
use of program from program library).

According to an exemplary embodiment, the computing
system comprises a predictive controller configured to pro-
cess data relating to anticipated conditions in the duty of the
vehicle; the predictive controller provides a signal that com-
prises a control signal that is at least partially based on data
from data sources to operate the energy storage system.

According to an exemplary embodiment, the communica-
tion and reporting function includes providing a report of the
management plan and communicating information to an
operator of the vehicle regarding the management plan in
operation of the vehicle, such as instructions, recommenda-
tions and alerts to devices including over a network as indi-
cated in FIGS.1A-1B,4A-4C, 13,16 and 18. The information
may be reported to a management center (such as a fleet
management center). See FIGS. 10G and 23 and example data
sources for such data are listed in TABLE A.

The system is provided with connectivity to a data center at
which a database is created so that analytics can be performed
using data provided to the database from a plurality of
vehicles. See FIGS. 12A-12B. The database may include data
from components of the vehicles, data from operating condi-
tions of the vehicle, data from operation history of vehicle
systems, or other data. The database for analytics is a data
source for the computing system to develop the management
plan.

Battery Management System

According to an exemplary embodiment where the energy
storage system comprises a battery system, the management
system for the battery system (e.g. battery management sys-
tem) is configured to use data and information to plan the
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operation of the battery system based on data and information
available to the management system from data sources at the
vehicle and from connectivity to data sources external to the
vehicle. See FIGS. 15A and 15B. As indicated schematically
in FIGS. 7A-7C, 9A-9E, 10A-10G and 11A-11D, the battery
system (BS) may comprise battery modules (BM) and/or
battery pads (BP) for the vehicle (V). The battery manage-
ment system for the battery system includes (a) a computing
system configured to manage the battery system; (b) a con-
troller to direct operation of the battery system; (c) connec-
tivity to data sources on the vehicle providing data relating to
the vehicle and the battery system; (d) connectivity to data
sources external to the vehicle. The computing system is
configured to use data from data sources to create a manage-
ment plan for the battery system in operation of the vehicle to
perform the duty based on criteria such as objectives and
predicted conditions and to provide control signals for the
battery system to operate the vehicle according to the man-
agement plan. Data sources are available during operation of
the vehicle so that the management plan can be adapted to the
conditions of operation. Performance of the battery system
(including components such as battery modules) of the
vehicle and the vehicle in operation of the duty can be moni-
tored, assembled and managed according to management
plan and the conditions of operation.

According to an exemplary embodiment, the management
plan may direct and/or may at least partially based on the
configuration of the battery system including the types of
battery modules to be installed in the battery system. Accord-
ing to an exemplary embodiment, the battery management
system comprises and/or directs a battery system controller
for the battery system; the controller for the battery system
accordance with the management plan directs the flow of
energy into and from the battery system (and each battery
module) according to the type of each installed battery mod-
ule and the operating conditions for the vehicle.

According to an exemplary embodiment, the controller
directing the use and supply energy to the battery system may
be configured to control operation of battery system compo-
nents and modules; the controller may also be configured to
direct operation of systems such as the interface system of the
battery system, a switching circuit for the battery system, a
protection circuit for the battery system, a voltage balancing
circuit for the battery system, a thermal/environmental man-
agement system, and other circuits and systems of the battery
system. According to an exemplary embodiment, the control-
ler of the battery system controls an interface circuit/system
for the battery system under direction of the management
plan of the management system. See FIGS. 6 and 8.

The battery management system is configured to manage
the discharge and charge of each battery module of the battery
system according to the management plan during operation of
the vehicle. See FIGS. 15A-15B. According to an exemplary
embodiment where the energy storage system comprises a
battery system, the data sources will generally comprise data
relating to battery system configuration, installed battery
modules/packs, battery system controller functions, battery
system status and battery system operating history. See FIGS.
15A and 15B. According to an exemplary embodiment, the
battery system comprises interchangeable battery modules so
that a battery pack of the battery system can be selectively
configured by selection and installation of individual battery
modules that each provide a characteristic so that the battery
pack provides a composite characteristic based on respective
characteristic of each battery modules in the set of battery
modules. See FIGS. 9B, 10 and 11A-11C.
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FIG. 15B is a schematic block diagram of a battery module
for the battery system of a vehicle according to an exemplary
embodiment. As shown schematically in FIG. 15B, each bat-
tery module type and battery module will have a data set
comprising a data model (e.g. data records and stored data/
software model of expected performance) that can be
accessed and used in the battery management system so that
performance of the battery module (e.g. individually and in
combination in the battery pack/system) can be modeled,
predicted and managed according to a management plan or
program/routine. Analytic data as to performance of a battery
module type and individual battery module can be recorded
and stored and evaluated and shared to improve the accuracy
of the data model and/or other data used by the management
system. Data as to performance flaws/limitations for a battery
module (e.g. individual module or type) can be recorded and
used in updated databases accessible by the management
system to enhance operation of the battery system (e.g.
improve data quality/accuracy). Data records such as data
models for battery types and modules may be updated peri-
odically in the data model and/or for access and use by the
battery management system.

According to an exemplary embodiment, the battery sys-
tem and each battery module in the battery system in combi-
nation are configured to provide data to the management
system. Items of data may be measured or calculated (or
estimated) or obtained from storage depending upon the con-
figuration. See TABLES A-I. Data and information provided
by the battery system to the management system includes the
system configuration (e.g. the type of battery packs/modules
and other components such as ultra-capacitors, etc.), the type
of controller for the battery system (e.g. the functionality of or
commanded by the controller such as to shunt current or to
perform voltage shifting/balancing between battery modules,
etc.), the status and condition of the battery system, the instru-
mentation and functionality of the environmental and thermal
management system (e.g. heat exchangers, fans, temperature
monitoring devices, etc.), and operation history (e.g. data
acquired during operation of the battery system and of service
or maintenance of the battery system such as charging/re-
charging and reconditioning, other stored data, etc.). See
FIGS. 15A and 15B.

As indicated in FIGS. 15A-15B and TABLE B, data and
information provided by a data source and/or from a data
model for an individual battery module (e.g. a single-cell or
multi-cell module) includes an identification (e.g. serial num-
ber and manufacturer, manufacture date, service date, etc.) as
to facilitate tracking, the type (e.g. cell configuration, chem-
istry, operating parameters and capability such as high-rate
charge/discharge, high power, deep discharge, long cycle life,
etc.), the condition of the module (e.g. classification of the
module conditions, temperature, etc.), the capacity of the
module (e.g. voltage and amount of stored energy available),
state of charge (e.g. voltage and related parameters), state of
health (e.g. age/aging factors, impedance, capacity varia-
tions, life cycle status, energy throughput, etc.), and operation
history (e.g. performance of module, discharge and charge
data/life cycle data, maintenance and reconditioning, event
history, other stored data, etc.).

According to an exemplary embodiment, data sources will
be provided to interchange data with (e.g. make data available
from-to) the battery management system; data sources will
comprise various sets of updated/recorded and stored data
records associated with the battery system in the management
of the battery system. According to an exemplary embodi-
ment, the data records available on the network can be used at
a data center for an analytics function to manage the use of
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battery modules in vehicles, for example, to facilitate life-
cycle management of each battery module in a battery system
or inventory (e.g. the life-cycle for the battery module is
managed according to data records to suggest recommended
use of each battery module). Data records available on the
network may be used to optimize use of battery modules in
vehicles according to battery type, based on state of charge of
the battery module, state of health of the battery module,
operation history of the battery module; the battery module
recommended by the management plan/system for a battery
system configuration for a vehicle performing duty following
a route may be based on predicted needs in consideration of
corresponding data records for each installed/available bat-
tery module (e.g. type, rate of energy charge and discharge,
energy storage capacity, depth of charge and discharge or
number of charge-discharge cycles, etc.).

According to an exemplary embodiment, data sources will
comprise a set of data records for each individual battery
module, such as a model number of the battery module, a
serial number of the battery module, an initial use date for the
battery module, a manufacturer name and manufacturing date
for the battery module, a rating for the battery module, history
of use information, battery chemistry type, manufacturer
information for the battery module, battery form type infor-
mation for the battery module, battery usage data for the
battery module, total energy throughput for the battery mod-
ule, battery maintenance data for the battery module, service
information for the battery module, the operation history for
each battery module, projected remaining life for the battery
module, environmental conditions of use for the battery mod-
ule, event history for the battery module, state of health for the
battery module, state of charge for the battery module, vehicle
installation history for the battery module, vehicle service
history, recommended use of the battery module, recorded
use of the battery module, environmental suitability, tempera-
ture range suitability, vibration resistance rating, remaining
useful life for the battery module, recommended use, vehicle
compatibility, environmental conditions history, etc. Data
records for the battery system can be correlated using data
from other data sources, such as commercially available data
or other available databases, for example, by regulating use
and deployment.

According to an exemplary embodiment, the system may
provide an identification tag for each battery module (for
example an RFID tag or RFID device or other data transmis-
sion element, wireless transmitter/receiver) that may contain
data records and a data model for the battery module. See
FIGS. 10G and 13 (showing identification tags schematically
as indicating “A” or “B” or “C”).

According to an exemplary embodiment, data records may
comprise characteristics and attributes of the battery module,
such as battery cell chemistry, cell performance for the bat-
tery module, battery design information, battery type, cost for
the battery module, performance characteristic for the battery
module, vehicle compatibility information for the battery
module, prior vehicle installation use for the battery module,
recommended use of battery module in a vehicle, prohibited
use of battery module in a vehicle, performance characteris-
tics for the battery module weight, brand/manufacturer, date
of manufacture, life-cycle data for the battery module, war-
ranty information for the battery module, battery manage-
ment system data, battery module use/misuse data, projected
remaining life, state of battery charge, state of battery health
and prior use history. Data records available on the network
may be used by the management system to optimize useful
life of each battery module.
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Predictive Controller Implementation

According to a preferred embodiment, the management
system (shown schematically in FIGS. 1A-1B, 2A-2B and
13) will comprise a predictive control system configured to
use data from network-connected data sources (see TABLES
A-J) to operate a management/control program through a
management plan (implemented through a computing sys-
tem, see FIG. 5). FIG. 16 is a schematic flow diagram of the
method of operation of a management system with predictive
control for an energy storage system for a vehicle according
to an exemplary embodiment. (FIG. 17 shows the use of data
from the method to update the data model of a component
such as a battery module used by the predictive controller of
a battery system.)

According to a preferred embodiment, the management
system is configured to employ program and routines that
implement a predictive controller (e.g. operating program or
routine) to enhance system performance and optimize opera-
tion for a system configuration in the operating conditions;
the predictive controller of the system may be configured to
use stored/available data and information to plan and predict
and anticipate and evaluate conditions and then implement
control routines for the system in operations as to optimize
performance against specified or selected criteria (or accord-
ing to a selected mode of operation in the conditions of
operation (e.g. in real-time). See FIGS. 13-14 and 16, 18. See
also TABLES A-J.

According to an exemplary embodiment, the predictive
controller routine of the management system will be config-
ured to use data and information including the current battery
system configuration to manage (e.g. optimize) energy stor-
age and energy discharge for the battery system. According to
a preferred embodiment the management system will be pro-
grammable to manage wide variety of battery system con-
figurations that will comprise packs/battery modules of a
wide variety of types over a wide variety of conditions (e.g.
use/demand, operating, environmental, etc.). See FIGS. 10G
and 16.

According to an exemplary embodiment as indicated in
FIG. 16, the predictive controller of the management system
will use (among other data) monitored/internal configuration
and state of charge/health information as to each battery
module from the battery system in combination with external/
acquired information such as driver identity, anticipated duty/
use, vehicle driving patterns, location/route, time of day, traf-
fic and weather, regulations and restrictions, local energy/fuel
cost and availability, other programming or user input infor-
mation (e.g. as to preferences, usage, duty/load, etc.) to man-
age the operation of the battery system according to a man-
agement plan or program. The management plan is based on
predicted conditions of operation (see TABLES E, G, H, I) for
the battery system and vehicle and objectives for the system
operation (see TABLE J) in view of the configuration (see
TABLES B, C). The predicted conditions may comprise oper-
ating conditions of the vehicle expected in the duty, such as
environmental conditions in which the vehicle is expected to
operate, route topography and grade, etc.

According to an exemplary embodiment, the management
system will be configured to implement (predictive) energy
transfer to allow control and optimization of the installed
battery system configuration in anticipated operating condi-
tions for the duty/route of the vehicle according to consider-
ations and objectives. See TABLE J. The management plan
may comprise the plan for the entire route or duty to be
performed by the vehicle and contingent plans or routines for
stages or segments of the route in the operating conditions.
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For example, if the route includes travel along a variety of
segments having varied road conditions such as uphill grades
and downbhill grades and/or in segments in varied traffic con-
ditions such as city and highway operation, the management
system will be configured to create and operate plan segments
as to manage the battery system (e.g. charge, discharge and
transfer of energy) for each segment of the plan.

The management plan will be created in accordance with
the conditions predicted to be encountered by the vehicle in
the duty/route according to the capability of the vehicle as
configured. For example, with a battery system configured
with a battery pack comprising high-rate battery modules,
operation of the vehicle by the plan may be directed as fol-
lows: (a) advance of anticipated periods of available energy
from the regenerative braking system such as on downhill
grades or in stop-and-go traffic conditions the battery system
will discharge high-rate battery modules so that regenerative
power can be accepted and used for charging; (b) in advance
of anticipated increased demand such as on uphill grades or
entering an expressway from an on-ramp the system will
charge the high-rate battery modules so that power is avail-
able for discharge and acceleration of the vehicle; (c¢) identi-
fied available periods of reduced intensity of use can be used
for management operations such as voltage-level shifting or
cell balancing between battery modules. According to an
exemplary embodiment, if the vehicle comprises alternative
systems/sources of energy supply (such as a waste heat recov-
ery system or a solar panel array configured to provide energy
for recharging battery modules), the management system can
use route/direction and weather and time of day to plan opti-
mize utilization of the system/source to charge the battery
system.

According to an exemplary embodiment, if any battery
module monitored is determined to be exhibiting a problem or
potential malfunction, the management system can be con-
figured to adapt to the condition, for example, to adjust the
determined capacity of the module, to limit use of the module
(e.g. pending further evaluation), to run a set of diagnostic
tests, to perform a re-conditioning operation on the module,
etc. The predictive control system can evaluate components
of' the battery system in an effort to prevent serious malfunc-
tion while not comprising functionality (when possible) by
adapting the management plan. In operation, the management
system will provide a communication to the operator (and
others), will adjust the program/routine for the route or duty
and will adjust demand on the other battery modules in the
battery system in the operating conditions. For example, if a
battery module is determined to have developed an increased
internal resistance or impedance (a condition likely to cause
potentially higher operating temperatures) the management
system can direct the thermal management system to attempt
to maintain proper/desired operating temperatures in the bat-
tery system (e.g. cooling the battery compartment) while
limiting the use of the battery module so that the risk from the
battery module is reduced (e.g. the module is used only at or
within a reduced ambient or environmental temperature range
and is used in a reduced-demand manner such as for backup
capacity rather than as high-rate battery module). According
to an exemplary embodiment, a battery module that is other-
wise susceptible to overheat conditions can be managed to
reduce the risk of serious malfunction of the system (e.g. a
risk of failure or fire/hazard); a battery module that is at a
reduced capacity can be managed to reduce the risk of serious
malfunction of the system (e.g. a risk of anticipated energy
called upon by the vehicle not being available).

According to an exemplary embodiment, the array of bat-
tery modules in the battery system can be managed during use
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so that after a use event such as sudden braking and supply of
regenerative energy to high-rate modules in the battery sys-
tem a routine can be performed to balance the voltage levels
of the battery modules (e.g. to reset voltage levels for the
battery modules to a pre-determined system baseline voltage
level); for example, on a route that may comprise intermittent
periods of relatively intense high-rate charge and discharge of
energy and then reduced intensity of energy demand/use, the
management system may be programmed to perform a peri-
odic voltage-leveling operation during use of the battery sys-
tem.

The system may be configured to coordinate management
of'the battery system with operation of other vehicle systems.
For example, the management plan may predict (based on
energy cost and use/demand) when a power plant or other
energy source can or should be used for recharging the battery
system.

User Interface for Management System

According to an exemplary embodiment, the management
system will provide a user interface (UI) that provides infor-
mation and options at the vehicle or to remote/mobile or other
computing devices/systems. See FIGS. 1A-1B, 3, 4A-4C and
5.

According to an exemplary embodiment, the user interface
for a vehicle and/or vehicle system may be provided in any of
avariety of configurations depending upon any of a variety of
considerations (including but not limited to data access and
security/safety). For example, a vehicle system may have a
user interface provided in the vehicle instrument panel (e.g.
within the standard vehicle user interface), in a separate con-
trol panel (e.g. on or associated with the vehicle system), in a
restricted-access area (e.g. for a rental vehicle with the control
panel/user interface in a restricted-access location such as a
vehicle trunk that is not intended to be accessed by the opera-
tor but only by an authorized service attendant of the dedi-
cated interface). According to an exemplary embodiment, the
user interface can be provided over a network (e.g. in a man-
ner used for network-connected devices of a variety of type)
so that data access and updates as well as system/data opera-
tions (such as status review and data/firmware/program main-
tenance and updates) can be provided from external comput-
ing locations (e.g. with a standard program/computer
interface or other application including an application pro-
gram (such as a “mobile app” or program available for a
mobile device such as a smart phone or tablet computer).

Information provided at a user interface for the system may
include regular (or on-demand) real-time reporting and com-
munication of operator status (e.g. monitoring of selected
systems), system capacity and availability, usage history, use
suggestions/recommendations, current forecast conditions,
reminders, cautions/warnings, maintenance suggestion/rec-
ommendations, messaging (e.g. text or email), GPS data/
maps, facility/resource locations and types, current operating
mode, system help, etc. Options provided for a vehicle to a
user/operator (e.g. driver of vehicle or fleet manager or data
center) may include driver identification/preferences, data
storage operations (save/store/open/load/etc.), GPS (e.g.
routing, display, etc.), operating modes (e.g. power/effi-
ciency/balanced/custom/etc.), operating programs (for man-
agement systems), network access options, internet/browser
access, communications options (e.g. device/network inter-
face and connectivity), emergency/911 contact, trip plans and
profiles, resource/facility use plans, maintenance and service
plans, condition report format, status report format, etc. Data
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communications at a user interface may be presented in any
form such as visual, audio, audio-visual, etc.

According to an exemplary embodiment, the management
system can be configured to provide a user interface/display
through a dedicated display/device or to allow display/com-
munication and access through existing or installed/other
systems in the vehicle or other computing devices available
on the network through an application/program or by an
internet/web browser (or by other means). According to an
exemplary embodiment, the management system will be con-
figured so that data and information (including as to real-time
status and operation) can be accessed by network when net-
work access is available by designated users (e.g. at work/
home computing devices, by mobile devices/smart phones/
tablets, at data centers, at fleet management centers, at other
vehicles, etc.). See FIGS. 1A-1B, 3 and 4A-4C. Access to the
management system (by network connection) can be config-
ured to require a security code or password (e.g. using con-
ventional/known security protection systems). As shown
schematically according to an exemplary embodiment in
FIGS. 4A-4C, a vehicle having vehicle systems (such as an
energy storage system, etc.) is provided with a computing
system with a computing device CS and network interface/
adapter N and a user interface UI; the computing system is
connected to the management system of the vehicle and
allows certain management operations to be performed by the
operator or occupant of the vehicle (e.g. before, during or
after use of the vehicle for duty). See also FIGS. 12A-12B and
18 (indicating networked data connection to vehicles and
energy storage systems such as battery systems/packs).

Battery System Configuration

According to an exemplary embodiment, the energy stor-
age system comprises a battery system. See FIGS. 1A-1B and
2A-2B. As indicated schematically in FIGS. 7A-7C, 9A-9E,
10A-10G and 11A-11D, the battery system (BS) may com-
prise battery modules (BM) and/or battery pads (BP) for the
vehicle (V). As indicated schematically in FIGS. 7A, 9A-9D,
10A-10G and 11A-11E the battery system (or array) may
comprise one or more battery packs that comprise one or
more battery modules (e.g. component batteries of single-cell
or multiple-cell construction) of different types and charac-
teristics. According to an exemplary embodiment where the
energy storage system is a battery system, the management
system will comprise a battery management system as shown
schematically in FIGS. 7A-7B. As indicated schematically,
the battery management system of the vehicle may be con-
figured to allow network-connected access from various other
computing systems, such as mobile devices, home/office
computers, fleet/service center, data center, etc. See FIGS.
4A-4C.

According to an exemplary embodiment, the energy stor-
age system may comprise a battery system with battery pack
and other energy storage/delivery components (e.g. non-
chemical energy storage systems). See e.g. FIGS. 9A-9E. For
example, as shown schematically in FIG. 9E, according to an
exemplary embodiment, the energy storage system comprises
a battery system/pack with a set of battery modules and a fuel
cell module (configured to produce energy) and capacitor
module (e.g. with ultra-capacitor system configured to store
energy).

Referring to FIGS. 7A and 7B, energy storage systems
shown as battery systems for a vehicle are shown schemati-
cally according to an exemplary embodiment. The energy
storage system may comprise a battery system including a set
of battery packs (each pack comprising a set of battery mod-
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ules comprised of at least one battery/cell); the battery system
may also comprise an interface circuit (comprising a switch-
ing circuit) and other components to vehicle systems and
loads that are to be powered by the battery system. See FIGS.
6, 7A-7B, 8, 9A-9E and 11A-11D. The energy storage sys-
tenv/battery system may also comprise a thermal/environ-
mental management system configured to monitor and con-
trol the temperature and environment of the system
components (e.g. battery modules) within desirable or proper
limits (or to shut down and protect components as appropri-
ate). See FIGS. 7B and 8.

The battery modules (or component batteries) may have
different cell chemistries and/or forms so that the battery
system is itself a hybrid battery pack. For example, a battery
module may comprise a lead-acid cell chemistry, lithium-ion
cell chemistry, lithium-polymer cell chemistry, nickel cad-
mium cell chemistry, etc.; the battery module may comprise
various types of forms or configurations within a cell chem-
istry category, e.g. flooded cell or dry cell, flow cell, cylindri-
cal or prismatic form, etc. Categories of battery type may
include a high capacity, high power, high energy, deep dis-
charge, extended cycle life, high efficiency and rapid
recharge, etc. (or other types available now or with future
advances in technology).

As shown schematically in FIGS. 9A-9E, according to an
exemplary embodiment, the battery system may be config-
ured to comprise abattery pack (FIGS. 9A-9C and 9E) ora set
of battery packs (FIGS. 7A-7C and 9D); a battery pack may
be configured to comprise a set of battery modules (e.g. a
battery or battery cell/combination of cells). As shown sche-
matically in FIG. 7C, the battery system may be configured
with multiple bays or receptacles for installation of (modular)
battery packs; according to an exemplary embodiment, the
battery system may be configured as indicated with a bay for
a high-performance battery pack (or battery module) and a
bay for a standard battery pack (or battery module). As indi-
cated, according to an exemplary embodiment, separate bays
may be configured for installation of different types (e.g.
sizes, fits, interconnection, etc.) of battery packs/modules;
separate bays may be configured identically according to an
exemplary embodiment. As shown schematically in FIG. 9C,
bays or receptacles for battery modules in a battery system or
battery pack may be configured for installation of different
types of interchangeable battery modules (or may remain
empty or may contain a battery module that is or has been
disabled, e.g. after a fault condition has been detected).

As indicated schematically in FIGS. 8 and 10A-10G, a
battery pack/battery module for the battery system may be
configured to include the battery (e.g. energy storage compo-
nent such as electrochemical cells) and other components
(e.g. interface system and data components) for interfacing
the battery system. According to an exemplary embodiment,
the battery system will be configured to provide mechanical
adapters and/or electrical (interconnect) adapters to accom-
modate physical fit and proper use of any of a wide variety of
types of battery modules. According to a preferred embodi-
ment, battery modules will use standard connector configu-
rations (e.g. plugs and interconnects).

As shown schematically in FIG. 15B, each battery module
type and/or battery module will have a data set comprising a
data model (e.g. data records and stored data/software model
of expected performance) that can be accessed and used by
the battery management system. As indicated, the data model
for component or vehicle system may comprise a data set
and/or a computational model/program or algorithm to pre-
dict performance and condition/status of the component.
(The term “data model” is intended to cover any type of
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data-based model, algorithm-based model, computational-
based model, etc. for any type of component or system, with-
out limitation.) As indicated schematically in FIGS. 11A-
11E, the battery module type (e.g. A, B, C, D, etc.) can be
indicated on an identifier such as an identification tag (e.g.
RFID tag) for the battery module; the tag may also comprise
data storage such as the data model for a battery module and
other data records for the battery module. According to an
exemplary embodiment, the identifier may be a tag or other
element to contain and interchange data such as data records
for the battery module (in addition to a data model).

As shown schematically in FIGS. 9A-9E, abattery pack for
a battery system for a vehicle may comprise a plurality of
battery modules, for example, with the number of battery
modules of the battery system/vehicle dependent upon the
type of vehicle and the duty. For example, as shown schemati-
cally in FIGS. 1B, 9A and 11A-11E, the vehicle has a (recon-
figurable or interchangeable) battery pack comprised of three
(interchangeable) battery modules. As shown schematically
in FIGS. 1B and 9B-9C, the vehicle has a battery pack com-
prised of at least three battery modules. The battery pack may
comprise battery modules of different types indicated repre-
sentationally as three types designated schematically as type
A, type B and type C in FIGS. 9B, and 11 A-11E (or a greater
number of battery types). For example, a light duty vehicle
such as a passenger vehicle or hybrid-electric vehicle may
have a battery pack for the battery system comprised of fewer
battery modules (e.g. one or two or three or four, etc.); a
heavy-duty vehicle such as a work vehicle or passenger
vehicle configured for long-distance transport may have a
battery pack for the battery system comprised of a greater
number of battery modules (e.g. three or four or five or six or
more, etc.).

Referring to FIG. 11E, a center for servicing and config-
uring battery systems for vehicles are shown schematically
according to an exemplary embodiment. According to an
exemplary embodiment, the battery system may be config-
ured at any of a variety of outlets, including service centers,
dedicated battery module interchange and/or installation out-
lets (e.g. “swap” centers), automated installation stations,
fueling/recharging locations, community centers, home/resi-
dential garages or outlets, etc. As indicated schematically in
FIG. 11E, the vehicle service center or location for service/
maintenance of a vehicle may maintain an inventory of bat-
tery modules of different types for configuring a battery pack
for a vehicle or vehicles. As indicated in FIG. 11E, according
to an exemplary embodiment, the battery pack can be config-
ured and reconfigured at a service center with various com-
binations of battery modules of different types depending
upon the situation and planned/predicted use of the vehicle.
As indicated schematically in FIGS. 9B and 11A-11D,
according to an exemplary embodiment, the battery system
for the vehicle may comprise a reconfigurable or interchange-
able battery pack or interchangeable battery modules. As
indicated schematically in FIG. 11E, interchangeable battery
modules may comprise multiple types: for example, type A is
a high-rate charge/discharge battery module; type B is a high-
capacity battery module; type C is a battery module designed
to withstand harsh environmental conditions (e.g. tempera-
ture extremes, shock/vibration, etc.); inventory may comprise
various other types of battery modules indicated such as a
“standard” type (e.g. type D) designed to balance use consid-
erations for typical/standard conditions and/or to be suitable
for lower-cost/high-volume production.

Interface System

According to an exemplary embodiment, as shown sche-
matically in FIGS. 6, 8 and 10G, an energy storage system
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(ESS) may comprise an interface system (IS); the interface
system for an energy storage system such as a battery system
may comprise an interface/switching circuit (e.g. for vehicle
system interfaces), a voltage conversion circuit (e.g. to man-
age/balance voltage levels into and across modules/compo-
nents), a control/charging circuit (e.g. to control and/or
modulate charge/discharge waveforms/levels), and a protec-
tion circuit (e.g. to implement protection such as shutdown or
selective shutdown as may be required under conditions).
According to an exemplary embodiment, the interface system
will be implemented with various known components and
systems/strategies suited for operation and to facilitate inter-
connection/interface with vehicle systems.

According to an exemplary embodiment, as indicated in
FIGS. 1B, 7A-7B and 8, the interface of the battery system is
connected to the power conversion system of the vehicle and
configured to allow for efficient control and management/
monitoring of charge and discharge of battery packs and
battery modules for use, operation, maintenance, etc.; as indi-
cated schematically, the interface system/circuit is configured
so that battery packs (and/or battery modules) are connected
both to the power conversion system and interconnected to
each other in the installed battery pack (battery module) so
that operation of components/modules of the battery system
can be managed as a complete system (e.g. optimized accord-
ing to a control program for the installed battery system).

According to an exemplary embodiment, as indicated
schematically in FIGS. 8 and 10G, the interface circuit of the
battery system may comprise power switching circuitry (e.g.
devices and components) configured to source or sink avail-
able energy and to facilitate voltage-level shifting between
battery modules and control of charge and discharge (de-
mand) of modules in operation at the direction of the man-
agement system. The management system and interface/con-
trol system will allow direction of operation of the battery
system based upon the current battery system configuration
and state and/or upon a control program/routine and/or oper-
ating conditions (e.g. regulating demand, state of charge/
health, etc. based on state or status, time of day, external
signals and internal measurements, pre-set conditions or
parameters, model-based determinations, prediction/antici-
pation of conditions, monitoring/interpretation of conditions,
etc.). See also FIGS. 15A-15B.

Referring to FIGS. 10A-10G, as shown schematically
according to an exemplary embodiment, an interchangeable
module for an energy storage system such as a battery system
may be provided in a variety of configurations (e.g. suited for
the configuration of the vehicle as indicated in FIGS. 1A-1B
and TABLES C and D).

As indicated in FIGS. 10A-10C, the energy storage/source
component for the module may comprise a battery (e.g. set of
battery cells) or a fuel cell (or other component to provide
energy for the vehicle); the module (as configured) may or
may not comprise other associated components for the inter-
face and interconnection to the energy storage system (e.g.
dependent upon system design and/or whether the other asso-
ciated components are installed within the energy storage
system external to the module); the installation of the inter-
changeable module comprises a physical/electrical connec-
tion to the energy storage system (which will control and
manage the module operation).

As indicated in FIGS. 10D-10F, the energy storage/source
component shown as a battery for an interchangeable battery
module (with an energy storage element such as a battery) for
a battery system may be combined with other components
and subsystems on the battery module, for example, an inter-
face system and/or data/data storage component; the instal-
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lation of the interchangeable battery module comprises the
physical/electrical connection as well as electronic/data/net-
work connection to (and through) the battery system for the
vehicle as to facilitate control/management and data inter-
change (as indicated in FIGS. 14 and 15A-15B). As indicated,
according to an exemplary embodiment, different vehicles
and vehicle types and battery systems and battery types (e.g.
size, chemistry) may have different battery module types for
different uses. See e.g. FIG. 11E.

As shown schematically in FIG. 10G, the module (with an
energy storage element such as a battery) may comprise an
interface system with a computing/control system capability
and control components such as a voltage converter (e.g. with
suitable current/charging voltage); the module may comprise
data such as data storage with data sets and identification for
the module (see FIGS. 15A-15B and TABLE B) and a data
model that may comprise data tables and programs/algo-
rithms and subroutines (e.g. computational model) for the
model; the module may comprise other subsystems and com-
ponents such as sensors, instrumentation, safety components
(such as alarm components and bypass/protection circuits
and shutdown/fire protection systems, etc.) and a thermal
management system (e.g. heat exchanger/heater, cooling sys-
tem or interconnection to related vehicle systems). As indi-
cated, according to an exemplary embodiment, the configu-
ration of the module may be designed or adapted in a variety
of forms to fit a wide variety of vehicles and vehicle systems
and uses/duties.

According to any preferred embodiment, the configuration
of'the interface system will be arranged to match the configu-
ration of battery packs/battery modules to be used in the
battery system (e.g. including interchangeable battery packs/
battery modules). See FIGS. 8, 10A-10G and 11A-11E.

Interchangeable Components/Battery Modules

According to an exemplary embodiment as shown sche-
matically in FIG. 6, the energy storage system (ESS) may
comprise interchangeable components or modules (ESM). As
indicated in FIGS. 9A-9E and 11A-11E, interchangeable
components of the energy storage system may have different
performance characteristics (e.g. source/sink power such as
electrical power at differing/varying rates and power/energy
scale). According to an exemplary embodiment, when the
energy storage system is a battery system (BS) with inter-
changeable battery packs/modules (BP/BM), the battery sys-
tem and vehicle can be configured for variations in need or
demand in duty or for the intended performance in the
intended or anticipated conditions of use and operation of the
vehicle by configuration (selection and installation) of inter-
changeable/modular battery packs and modules. See FIGS.
7A-7C, 9A-9E, 10A-10G, 11A-11E and 15A-15D.

As indicated in FIGS. 7A-7C, 9A-9E, 11A-11D and 15A-
15D, in a vehicle comprising a battery system having a battery
pack with interchangeable battery packs/modules, the ability
and performance of the battery system to source and sink
electrical power to vehicle systems can be modified by con-
figuration of the battery system with the interchangeable
components such as battery modules. See also TABLES A-J.
According to an exemplary embodiment, the interchangeable
battery modules may be categorized according to their
respective ability to source/sink electrical power as a function
of time and on a varying power/energy scale (e.g. by type/
condition and operating parameters according to a set of
standards) as shown schematically in FIG. 15B; the capability
of the battery system will be a composite of (among other
factors) the configuration of the interchangeable battery mod-
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ules as shown schematically in FIG. 15A. According to an
exemplary embodiment, the battery system is configured so
that each battery pack comprises interchangeable battery
modules that provide an equal output voltage (e.g. through the
interface system, see FIG. 8) to vehicle systems such as the
drive system (see FIGS. 1A-1C and 2A-2B) over a range of
power/energy demand conditions.

Interchangeable battery modules may be characterized or
classified by type (e.g. chemistry/design, number of cells,
design/physical configuration, power density, energy density,
cycle life, rate of charge/discharge, depth of charge/dis-
charge, etc.) and by condition (e.g. age/phase of life, state of
health, state of charge, measured/monitored parameters such
as impedance/interval resistance and temperature, model-
based interpretation of performance, history of'use, etc.). See
TABLES B-I. According to an exemplary embodiment, the
configuration of the battery system can be adapted as indi-
cated in FIGS. 11A-11E for specialization and/or optimiza-
tion of the configuration for the anticipated duty/needs of the
vehicle/system. As indicated schematically in FIGS. 1B,
9A-9C and 11A-11E, with multiple various types of inter-
changeable battery modules available, according to other
exemplary embodiments it is possible to configure and recon-
figure a vehicle or vehicles (e.g. in a fleet) with a battery
pack/system in any of a wide variety of combinations
intended to suit any of a wide variety of duty/route and activ-
ity conditions predicted or anticipated in a particular situa-
tion. As shown schematically in FIG. 9D, a battery system
may comprise a set of battery packs having battery modules
of a different type or age/phase/stage of life-cycle. See also
FIGS. 26A and 26B.

According to an exemplary embodiment, each battery pack
or battery module will provide a set of predicted or antici-
pated characteristics, as indicated in FIGS. 9A-9C, 11A-11D,
14 and 15B. For example, a first battery pack may be config-
ured to provide a type of battery module that allows a rela-
tively higher rate of discharge and charge acceptance (e.g.
high rate module); a second battery pack may be configured to
provide a type of battery module that has a relatively higher
energy storage capacity (e.g. high capacity module); a third
battery pack may be configured to provide a type of battery
module that allows relatively deeper discharge of total energy
in operation (e.g. deep discharge module); a fourth battery
pack may be configured to provide a type of battery module
that allows relatively more use cycles or total energy through-
put during useful life (e.g. high cycle life module). Expected
characteristics and performance of the battery system (and
the vehicle in duty) can be modified to match or suit condi-
tions by selective configuration of the battery pack/battery
modules. Referring to FIGS. 9A-9C, configurations of bat-
tery packs for the battery system of a vehicle are shown
schematically according to an exemplary embodiment. FIGS.
11A-11D each show schematically a vehicle with a battery
system providing a battery pack with different configurations
of battery modules according to exemplary embodiments.
According to a preferred embodiment, the battery system will
comprise at least two battery packs with each battery pack
comprising at least two battery modules. As indicated sche-
matically in FIGS. 9A-9C, 10A-10G and 11E, the battery
system/pack may comprise a variety of types of battery mod-
ules or battery cells (e.g. component batteries/cells and mod-
ules of different structure and components/capability, chem-
istry, etc.).

As shown schematically in FIG. 11E, interchangeable bat-
tery modules for the vehicle may be categorized in inventory
(available for installation in a vehicle and/or selected and
installed in a battery system/pack for in-vehicle use) accord-
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ing to type and various other characteristics such as age,
performance, remaining life, phase of life-cycle, etc. For
example, as indicated in FIG. 11E, interchangeable battery
modules may comprise multiple types; type A is a high-rate
charge/discharge battery module; type B is a high-capacity
battery module; type C is a battery module designed to with-
stand harsh environmental conditions (e.g. temperature
extremes, shock/vibration, etc.); inventory may comprise
various other types of battery modules indicated such as a
“standard” type designed for standard use considerations. For
a planned duty or route predicted to involve a relatively wide
range of operating conditions, the vehicle may be configured
with a composite battery pack having one battery module of
each type (A, B, C) as shown schematically in FIG. 11A; for
a duty or route involving travel or a long distance or high
energy demand with reduced ability to recharge, the vehicle
may be configured with a battery pack having a multiple
battery module of a high-capacity type (type B) as shown
schematically in FIG. 11B; for a duty or route involving harsh
environmental conditions, the vehicle may be configured
with a battery pack having multiple battery modules of a type
(type C) designed/manufactured to withstand harsh condi-
tions as shown schematically in FIG. 11C.

Referring to FIG. 19, a method of configuring an energy
storage system such as a battery system with interchangeable
components such as battery modules is shown schematically
according to an exemplary embodiment. Data from data
sources (see e.g. TABLES B-Iand FIGS. 2A, 3 and 15A-15B)
is used to determine the anticipated use/duty for the vehicle/
system and to determine available configurations of the sys-
tem (e.g. based on the vehicle design and/or on available
inventory of components such as battery modules); a recom-
mended configuration of the system is provided in the form of
a report/recommendation of components to install (e.g. a
selective combination of interchangeable battery modules of
type/phase/condition); the vehicle/system can be configured
as recommended and the recommended configuration can be
validated for use and operation (e.g. by testing to ensure that
the system and components operate as planned/intended);
override of the recommended configuration may be permitted
at or during installation (e.g. based on factors identified by
persons such as service center workers or operators that may
not have been identified by the system). The vehicle/system
with the recommended or directed configuration of the
energy storage system is then ready for use/operation;
according to an exemplary embodiment, as indicated, use/
operation of the vehicle with the battery system as configured
may provide data that can be acquired/stored and made avail-
able for future use according to the method and system.

Referring to FIGS. 20A-20C, where the energy storage
system is a battery system with interchangeable battery mod-
ules, different configurations of the battery system may be
recommended and installed/implemented for different antici-
pated operating conditions through installation of different
types of battery modules in the vehicle. See also FIGS. 11 A-
11E. For example, where battery types comprise a high
energy type (e.g. with enhanced range/capacity) and a high
power type (e.g. with enhanced rate of power delivery/energy
transfer), the vehicle may be configured with an objective to
enhance performance in the corresponding anticipated con-
ditions of operation: for typical commuting, two high power
modules and four high energy modules (FIG. 20A); for along
trip (accepting reduced acceleration but increased range), six
high energy modules (FIG. 20B); for intensive recreation
activity such as street racing or mountain driving, five high
power modules and one high energy module (FIG. 20C). As
indicated, with various other (interchangeable) battery mod-
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ules of various other type/phase/condition, the battery system
can be configured to provide a wide range of performance
characteristics adapted or adaptable to suit intended special-
ization/optimization objectives or requirements comprising
or according to any of a wide variety of other objectives and
considerations such as energy efficiency, total cost, life-cycle
management, components availability, etc. See TABLE J.

As shown schematically in FIGS. 21A and 21B, the vehicle
may be designed to facilitate the use of specialized compo-
nents; for example, the battery system of the vehicle may be
adapted to accommodate different types of battery packs/
modules to permit specialization/optimization. See e.g. FIG.
7C. As indicated in FIG. 21A, a bay or receptacle for a battery
pack/module may be configured for a specific type or cat-
egory of battery pack/module; for a high power module the
bay may be provided with an enhanced physical and electrical
interface as well as with enhanced instrumentation and moni-
toring/management (e.g. thermal management and circuit
protection system); a standard bay may have a standard inter-
face with a standard instrumentation and monitoring/man-
agement arrangement. As indicated in FIG. 21B, a specialized
component such as a super high power battery pack/module
may fit for installation and use in the high-power bay of the
battery system/vehicle; standard components may fit inter-
changeably in each standard bay. (As indicated in FIG. 9D,
according to an exemplary embodiment, the battery system
may be configured to be operated with an empty bay or with
a disabled battery module.)

Inventory Management System

According to an exemplary embodiment, a system can be
implemented for managing the inventory and use/deployment
of components of vehicle systems such as the energy storage
system. As shown schematically in FIGS. 11E and 22-26B,
according to an exemplary embodiment where the energy
storage system is a battery system comprised of components
in the form of interchangeable battery modules an inventory
management system (IMS) may be provided. As indicated in
FIGS. 22-26B, the inventory management system (using data
available from data sources) can be provided to manage the
use and deployment of battery modules from the supply chain
and/or inventory/stock according to considerations relating to
the battery modules and other considerations such as the
vehicle, duty, climate/condition, maintenance, etc. See also
FIGS. 3, 4A-4C and 11E and TABLES A through J (data
categories and sources).

Referring to FIG. 11E, a center for servicing and config-
uring battery systems for vehicles is shown schematically
according to an exemplary embodiment. As indicated in FIG.
11E, the vehicle service center or location for service/main-
tenance of a vehicle may maintain an inventory of battery
modules of different types for configuring a battery pack for
a vehicle. Categories of battery/battery module type may
include a high capacity, high power, high energy, deep dis-
charge, extended cycle life, high efficiency and rapid
recharge, etc. As indicated in FIG. 11E, the battery pack for a
battery system can be configured and reconfigured with vari-
ous combinations of battery modules of different types
depending upon the situation and planned/predicted use of
the vehicle from inventory of interchangeable battery mod-
ules: for example, type A is a high-rate charge/discharge
battery module; type B is a high-capacity battery module;
type C is a battery module designed to withstand harsh envi-
ronmental conditions (e.g. temperature extremes, shock/vi-
bration, etc.); type D is a “standard” battery module for stan-
dard/typical use. Interchangeable battery modules for the
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vehicle may be categorized in inventory (and selected and
installed in a battery system/pack for in-vehicle use) accord-
ing to type and various other characteristics such as age,
performance, remaining life, etc. For planned duty or route
predicted to involve a range of operating conditions, the
vehicle may be configured with a composite battery pack
having one battery module of a different type (A, B, C) as
shown schematically in FIG. 11A; for a duty or route involv-
ing travel or a long distance or high energy demand with
reduced ability to recharge, the vehicle may be configured
with a battery pack having a multiple battery module of a
high-capacity type (type B) as shown schematically in FIG.
11B; for a duty or route involving harsh environmental con-
ditions, the vehicle may be configured with a battery pack
having multiple battery modules of a type (type C) designed/
manufactured to withstand harsh conditions as shown sche-
matically in FIG. 11C. In standard or typical use conditions,
the vehicle may be configured with a battery pack of all
standard type (e.g. type D).

As indicated in FIG. 22, battery modules from a local
inventory (e.g. at a service location) or remote inventory (e.g.
available to a service location upon delivery) can be located
and installed in battery system for vehicles in a manner
intended to optimize performance of the battery systems in
which the battery module is installed. As indicated in FIGS.
23-24, the inventory management system performs a set of
functions in the management of an inventory of battery mod-
ules; each battery module in the system may be categorized
by type and status and availability to an outlet (among other
considerations). As indicated, data as to type may relate to
performance characteristics and classifications (as well as
chemistry/design, etc.); data as to status may relate to age/
phase of life-cycle, condition (e.g. state of charge/state of
health), use history (e.g. events and prior use/performance)
and current location (e.g. information as to availability). See
also TABLE B.

As indicated in FIGS. 22, 24 and 25, according to an
exemplary embodiment, the inventory management system
may be configured to manage and deploy inventory of com-
ponents according to a wide variety of considerations using
data available to a data center (and/or other computing sys-
tems); inventory may be available as local inventory at a local
site such as a service center/outlet where battery systems are
configured and installed in vehicles or are available as remote
inventory from various other sites such as storage locations,
warehouses, etc. (e.g. sites within a particular region), as
indicated schematically in FIG. 22. Inventory may be shared
and managed within a region, within an entity (e.g. company,
enterprise, institution, cooperative, etc.) or according to other
arrangements (e.g. managed by a vendor/supplier, etc.);
according to an exemplary embodiment, data as to inventory
composition and availability is made available to vehicles,
vehicle operators, service centers, managers/fleet managers,
etc. over a network (see FIGS. 18 and 22). As shown sche-
matically in FIGS. 11A-11E, 20A-20C and 22, according to
an exemplary embodiment in operation of the inventory man-
agement system, vehicles may have a battery system installed
in any of a wide variety of configurations of battery modules
using available inventory of battery modules (e.g. access at a
service center or similar facility for installation).

A method of implementing an inventory management sys-
tem according to an exemplary embodiment, is shown sche-
matically in FIG. 25; as indicated, the method uses data from
data sources including battery module data and other data
(see FIGS. 14, 15A-15B and 23 and TABLES A and B). The
vehicle (e.g. vehicle type, vehicle system configuration, etc.
see TABLE C) is determined; in addition the anticipated duty
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of'the vehicle (e.g. available resources, route, activities, dura-
tion, operator, etc., see TABLE D) as well as conditions of
operation (e.g. time of day, weather, traffic, etc., see TABLES
E, F, G, H and I) can be considered (among other consider-
ations) in allocation and development of inventory of com-
ponents such as battery modules for a battery system of a
vehicle as indicated in FIGS. 11A-11E and 22-25. According
to an exemplary embodiment, there will be an assessment of
available local inventory of components and recommenda-
tion of a system configuration; there is an option for override
of the recommended system configuration (e.g. the configu-
ration is not considered to be optimal, acceptable, possible,
etc. due to identified factors or considerations) and can be an
alternative assessment of remote/regional inventory of com-
ponents that can be made available (e.g. in combination with
local inventory of components) for installation in a vehicle.
According to an exemplary embodiment, data from data
sources available over a network can be accessed in operation
of the method/system (e.g. in real time). The vehicle as con-
figured is then able to be put into service in order to perform
the duty under the conditions of operation (and performance
of'vehicle systems and components in actual operation can be
monitored), as indicated in FIGS. 1A-1C and 2A-2B.

Life-Cycle Management

According to an exemplary embodiment, the system/
method can be implemented to manage the life-cycle of com-
ponents of vehicle systems. According to an exemplary
embodiment the vehicle system may be an energy storage
system such as a battery system with battery modules as
components, as indicated schematically in FIGS. 23-24. For
example, a battery module may be characterized with a data
set that indicates (among other data) the status including
age/phase, condition and use history of the battery module, as
indicated in FIG. 22.

In the management of the life-cycle of a battery module,
operating parameters (such as categories of use) may be cor-
related to data as to the status/phase of life-cycle of the battery
module. According to an exemplary embodiment, as indi-
cated in FIGS. 23, 24-26B, a new battery module is indicated
as A phase; a mid-life battery module is indicated as B phase;
an end-of-life battery module is indicated as C phase. A
battery module may be classified as in a phase based on
evaluation of data such as age, time in service, charge-re-
charge cycles, energy throughput, service/maintenance
records, use/event history, etc. as well as measurements of
performance and condition (e.g. state of health, impedance,
capacity, etc.); periodic reclassification of the battery module
may occur during the life-cycle of an interchangeable reus-
able component such as a battery module. As indicated, the
cost (e.g. pricing, use fee, etc.) and warranty terms (e.g.
length and conditions) may vary for a battery module during
each phase of a managed life-cycle; for a battery type, a
battery module at new phase (A phase) will allow or com-
mand a different value (e.g. higher price/use rate) than a
battery module at mid-life phase (B phase), for example. As
also indicated, the maintenance plan (e.g. reconditioning
method and frequency etc.) may vary during each phase of a
managed life-cycle for a component such as a battery module.

As indicated schematically in FIGS. 24, 26 A-26B, catego-
ries of operating parameters for a component of a vehicle
system may include the vehicle type, the duty type, climate
and conditions, etc. Vehicle types may include heavy-duty
work vehicles to unoccupied light-duty vehicles as well as
other vehicles in of a wide range, generally indicative of the
anticipated demand on the vehicle system and components.
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Duty types may be characterized by the intensity and fre-
quency of demand as well as the frequency/availability of
servicing and level of monitoring; duty types may also be
characterized by fault/failure tolerance and redundancy as
well as safety considerations. Climate conditions and envi-
ronmental conditions may be characterized by temperature
extremes (e.g. excessive heat or cold), humidity and precipi-
tation, types of use (e.g. land, marine, road, agriculture, min-
ing/excavation, etc.), shock/vibration, etc.

As shown schematically in FIGS. 24, 26 A-26B, according
to an exemplary embodiment, each category of operating
parameters can be given a classification (or class) of A or B or
C (as corresponding to the life-cycle phase of the battery
module most suited for use under the classification of oper-
ating parameter). As indicated schematically in FIG. 9D, a
battery system may comprise a set of battery packs having
battery modules of a different type or age/stage of life-cycle.
See also FIGS. 26A and 26B.

Referring to FIGS. 24, 26A-26B, use under operating
parameters in the A classification would be characterized by
greater relative demand for performance and need of capabil-
ity/reliability as would be expected from a battery module in
the A phase of life-cycle; use under operating parameters in
the B classification would be characterized by moderate rela-
tive demand for performance and need of capability/reliabil-
ity as would be expected from a battery module in the B phase
of life-cycle; use under operating parameters in the C classi-
fication would be characterized by moderate relative demand
for performance and need of capability/reliability as would be
expected from a battery module in the C phase of life-cycle.
As indicated, a battery module in each respective phase of
life-cycle could be managed according to a maintenance plan
for the phase of life-cycle. As the battery module advances
along the life-cycle, the level of demand/intensity of the rec-
ommended operating parameters of use are able to be
reduced; the cost and warranty of the battery module may also
be reclassified (e.g. reduced) as the battery module advances
along the life-cycle.

According to an exemplary embodiment, the inventory
management system will classify available battery modules
by phase as well as type and other data available through data
source. As indicated, according to an exemplary embodiment,
in the A (new) phase of life-cycle, the battery module would
be capable of performing to standard or specification under
operating parameters of use in the A or B or C classification
(or class), for example, in an A or B or C class duty type in an
A or B or Cclass vehicle type in climate/conditions in an A or
B or C class (see FIG. 26B). At the mid-life phase (B), the
battery module is considered to be capable of performing to a
reduced standard and specification of operating parameters in
the B class (e.g. less demanding than the A class) (see FIG.
26B). As the battery module reaches the end-of-life phase
(C), the battery module is not considered to be capable of
performing to a standard or specification other than the C
class of operating parameters (e.g. a less demanding class of
duty in a less demanding type of vehicle/system in a less
demanding climate and less demanding conditions than the B
class) (see FIG. 26B). As indicated, according to an exem-
plary embodiment, a battery module can be deployed for use
in a manner that matches the class of use (e.g. operating
parameters) with the present condition of the battery module
to be installed which will allow for more reliable performance
of the battery module during the life-cycle of the battery
module.

As indicated, according to an exemplary embodiment, a
battery module in a managed life-cycle will be expected to
pass through each phase of life-cycle and be expected to
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perform according to the operating parameters of each phase/
class in each phase of the life-cycle. Data for a battery module
(or types of battery modules) can be acquired (e.g. from
testing or from operating vehicles/vehicle systems) to deter-
mine what conditions of operation accelerate aging or dete-
rioration of performance of a battery module; data then can be
(stored in a database and) used to enhance the accuracy of
performance of the life-cycle management systems for bat-
tery modules. See e.g. FIGS. 27B-27C and 30A-30B.

As indicated in FIGS. 11E, 15B and 17, according to an
exemplary embodiment, the battery module can be provided
with an identifier device such as a tag configured to provide,
store and/or interchange data relating to the battery module
(e.g. identifier, RFID tag, serial number, etc.). According to
an exemplary embodiment, as shown schematically in FIG.
17E, the tag or identification may provide current/updated
condition and phase of life-cycle that can be used and/or
stored in data records for the battery module (see FIG. 15B)
along with current (updated) data model to reflect predicted
performance at the current life-cycle phase (see FIG. 17);
other data sources may also contain the operational/acquired
data for each battery module (e.g. for a period of time or for
the time of service to date). According to an exemplary
embodiment, as indicated schematically in FIGS. 24, 26A-
26B, a method of life-cycle management, monitoring of the
battery module (e.g. according to standards and specifica-
tions) will indicate when a battery module is to be considered
in the next phase of life-cycle; an event of misuse or abuse or
other history event (e.g. thermal/high temperature exposure
of overheating, physical impact or accident, overcharge or
drain, etc.) may cause or indicate that a battery module be
reclassified to another phase (e.g. from phase A to phase C,
subject to reconditioning).

After the end-of-life phase, the battery module is expected
to be recycled; according to a particularly preferred embodi-
ment, the inventory management system can work to relocate
battery modules for use in vehicles or in inventory at a loca-
tion nearer recycling facilities at the end-of-life phase as to
reduce the distance and cost of shipping to recycling facili-
ties. According to an exemplary embodiment, prior to being
removed from service and transported to a facility for recy-
cling, battery modules may be reconditioned and used in
non-vehicle applications such as stationary power (or
backup) under suitable monitoring conditions to extend fur-
ther the life-cycle of usefulness performance of the battery
module.

Data Analytics

The system may provide a data analytics system for vehicle
systems and components. See FIGS.13,16-17,27A-27D, 28,
29 and 30A-30B. As indicated schematically in FIGS. 16 and
17, data acquired from data sources can be processed for a
data analytics function; the data analytics function/system
can be used to improve the detail or accuracy of data sets and
data models for components of the vehicle systems. For
example, actual performance data for a particular type of
battery module may be processed in an analytics function to
improve the accuracy of the data model associated with a
battery module; an updated data model may be made avail-
able to management systems for vehicles using the battery
module in a battery system. See FIGS. 27A-27D, 28-29 and
30A-30B.

Referring to FIGS. 27A-27D, 28-29 and 30A-30B (see also
FIG. 13), a data analytics function (e.g. system and method)
for vehicle systems and components is shown schematically
according to an exemplary embodiment. According to an
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exemplary embodiment, the data analytics system is config-
ured (among other functions) to improve the operation (e.g.
efficiency, performance, etc.) of vehicle systems as well as to
improve the quality (e.g. depth, consistency, accuracy, etc.) of
data/computational models and data sets used by the manage-
ment system and programs/algorithms/routines and other
systems/tools used to operate or manage vehicle systems,
vehicles, fleets of vehicles, etc. See FIGS. 1A-1B, 2A-2B,
12A-12B,13-14,17,27A-27D, 28-29 and 30A-30B. As indi-
cated schematically in FIG. 27A, the analytics system uses
data acquired and/or aggregated from data sources (e.g. net-
work-connected data sources) including a database of infor-
mation comprised of various data sets that are provided by
and to a vehicle (e.g. a network-connected vehicle), for
example, as to the vehicle (vehicle type), vehicle systems and
components (such as battery modules of a battery system),
route/duty information, driver/operator information, operat-
ing conditions and environmental/other conditions. (As sche-
matically shown in FIGS. 1A-1C, 2A-2B and 3 data sources
may comprise data sources used or accessed by the manage-
ment system for a vehicle or any vehicle system.)

As shown schematically in FIG. 27B, according to an
exemplary embodiment, where the vehicle is an electric or
hybrid-electric vehicle and a vehicle system is an energy
storage system in the form of a battery system comprising
battery modules (as components), the database may comprise
data and information acquired and aggregated from indi-
vidual components (e.g. data and a data model for each bat-
tery module), component/module type, vehicle information
(e.g. type, make, model, manufacturer, etc.), vehicle system
and component information (e.g. type, configuration, etc.),
route/duty information (e.g. recorded or tracked routes and
activities as well as energy use, etc.), use/performance infor-
mation (e.g. measured/acquired or calculated during opera-
tion), operating condition information (e.g. acquired during
operation from instrumentation, sensors, etc.), environmental
condition information (e.g. weather, temperature, etc.), and
other information available from data sources (e.g. acquired
on/from the vehicle or external to the vehicle and/or available
from other networks such as the internet). The database may
also include a library of stored operating programs or plans
that have been used, developed, created or otherwise made
available to a management system for vehicle system such as
the battery management system of a battery system. See
FIGS. 12B, 13 and 16 (e.g. management plan developed for a
vehicle system). According to an exemplary embodiment, the
analytics system is able to use and access the data acquired
and aggregated and stored in the database to perform an
analytics function for one or more components of the vehicle
system and/or for data sets used in the management and
operation of the vehicle.

Referring to FIG. 27C, the analytics system is shown sche-
matically and representationally by functions according to an
exemplary embodiment; the functions of analytics system are
performed by one or more computing systems (see FIGS. 5
and 28) using programs or routines (e.g. algorithms, models,
applications, application program interfaces/APIs, tools,
etc.). As indicated, according to an exemplary embodiment,
the analytics system may be configured to perform data
operations such as comparing and correlating data and evalu-
ating data, data analysis such as pattern/trend identification as
well as application/interpretation of data, and data mainte-
nance such as providing updates to databases/data sets and
updates for data models for components (such as battery
modules) to improve the quality and performance of control/
management programs that use the data sets and data models.
According to an exemplary embodiment, the analytics system
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may also be configured to distribute/share and commercialize
data such as by performing or allowing data mining and/or by
packaging and monetizing data records (e.g. by sale, license,
etc.).

Referring to FIG. 27D, according to an exemplary embodi-
ment, the analytics system is configured to provide enhanced
functionality for management and operation of vehicles and
vehicle systems (including vehicle fleet management, see e.g.
FIGS. 1A-1C, 2A-2B, 12A-12B, 28 and 31), for inventory
management systems for components including for life-cycle
management (see FIGS. 23-25 and 26 A-26B), for data cen-
ters and other computing systems/computing devices con-
nected to various networks that allow sharing of data sources
(see, e.g. FIGS. 3, 4A-4C, 12A-12B, 18 and 23), and for other
technical/commercial systems uses and services (e.g. com-
ponent developers, designers, manufacturers, vendors, etc.,
see e.g. FIGS. 29 and 30A-30B). According to an exemplary
embodiment (as shown in FIGS. 27A-27D), the analytics
system provides data, data sets and data models to the vehicle
in the form of updated data models for components of vehicle
systems such as battery modules of a battery system (see also
FIGS. 15A-15B and 17), data sets and operating programs for
management/control systems for vehicle systems such as the
battery management system/controller for the battery system
(seealso FIGS. 13,16 and 18). As indicated, data sets and data
models (as well as operating programs) for components of
vehicle systems and otherwise available from the data ana-
Iytics system may be commercialized to component manu-
facturers, vehicle manufacturers, service centers, data cen-
ters, entities and institutions operating and/or servicing
vehicles or vehicle fleets, vehicle owners, etc. as a product or
service (e.g. subscription for data access and updates under
contract or license).

According to an exemplary embodiment, as indicated
schematically in FIG. 28, for vehicles where the vehicle sys-
tem is a battery system analytics function/system will access
adatabase or databases of aggregated data from multiple data
sources including from multiple vehicles having battery sys-
tems (with battery management systems and battery packs/
modules as indicated in FIGS. 6, 7A-7C, 11A-11D), from
networks including the internet (see FIGS. 3 and 18), from
data centers (and other computing devices as indicated in
FIGS. 3, 4A-4C and 5) and other databases; in the analytics
function/operation data as acquired and aggregated can be
stored in databases and are interchanged with each computing
system operating (or operating as) the analytics system. See
FIGS. 27A-27D.

According to an exemplary embodiment, a method of data
analytics for data sets/data sources for a vehicle and vehicle
systems is shown schematically in FIG. 29; as indicated, the
data analytics function is employed to maintain and enhance
the accuracy and content of any database used in connection
with the vehicle (e.g. vehicle systems, operators/drivers, fleet
management/operations, service centers, inventory manag-
ers/centers, etc.) or by other entities in relation to the vehicle
(e.g. manufacturers, designers, vendors/suppliers, etc. for
vehicles, vehicle systems, related systems and services). See
e.g. TABLES B through I. Data from data sources as indicated
in FIG. 27B is provided to the analytics system for data
operations/analysis, etc. as indicated in FIG. 27C; database
content is updated and enhanced in the analytics system and
then stored and made available (e.g. by network connectivity,
etc.) inthe database. According to an exemplary embodiment,
as indicated in FIG. 29, ongoing monitoring of data sets can
be performed and the analytics function may be ongoing
based on data made available from data sources. According to
an exemplary embodiment, data analytics can be used to
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maintain and/or enhance the quality of data of any of a wide
variety of types and sources (including but not limited to
data/information of the types indicated in TABLES B through
I and other items of data/information used by or acquired
from vehicle systems, management systems, data centers,
data sources, etc.).

As indicated schematically in FIGS. 30A and 30B, data
analytics for data models of components of vehicle systems
can be performed at a small scale (e.g. local/fleet/institu-
tional) level for a vehicle or local fleet of vehicles (see FIG.
30A) or at a large scale (e.g. regional/national/global) level
for large groups and classes of vehicles and components (see
FIG. 30B). According to an exemplary embodiment, at a
small scale level, modification and refinement of data models
for components may be made using objectives and criteria for
the localized vehicle or fleet (see TABLE J) as well as using
a comparison and evaluation of empirical (e.g. actual mea-
sured) performance data acquired at the localized vehicle or
fleet and predicted performance data (e.g. from the current
data model); testing of modifications and enhancement of a
modified data model may be performed; after validation the
data model may be updated and provided to the vehicle for
operation/use of the component; the updated data model will
be installed in the management system for the vehicle (and
will become the predicted performance data model for sub-
sequent analytic functions). According to an exemplary
embodiment, at a large scale level, modification of data mod-
els may be made using aggregated data acquired on a large
scale of many vehicles in a large class or group (e.g. region-
ally/nationally/internationally); the analytics function is per-
formed (see FIG. 27C) on the aggregated data of current
actual performance of the component (e.g. from acquired
empirical data for the large group of vehicles) in comparison
to the current predicted performance of the component (e.g.
from the current data model); the data model may be updated
to enhance performance and accuracy; the updated data
model is available to be installed in current in-use inventory
of the component (e.g. as an upgrade) and in subsequently
manufactured components (e.g. provided to manufacturer
and vendor) or inventory not yet sold or distributed (e.g.
components not yet in use). According to an exemplary
embodiment, the updated data model for the component after
installation in a vehicle can be monitored with acquired data
as to actual performance made available to the analytics sys-
tem for ongoing analysis and update/modification of the data
model.

According to an exemplary embodiment, a data model may
be provided for at least one of the components of a vehicle
system to provide a representation of the expected perfor-
mance or response of the component in the expected operat-
ing conditions. The data model may comprise data values
(e.g. a database such as for look-up tables) and/or algorithms/
equations (e.g. providing values derived by computation or
from formula or empirical data). (As indicated, the data
model for component or vehicle system may comprise a data
set and/or a computational model/program or algorithm; the
term “data model” is intended to cover any type of data-based
model, algorithm-based, computational-based, etc. model for
any type of component or system, without limitation.)

According to an exemplary embodiment, as shown in
FIGS. 14 and 15A-15B, the vehicle with access to the data
analytics system/function comprises a vehicle system includ-
ing a battery system and the components of sets and the
battery system are battery modules that comprise data sets
and a data model (e.g. data/computational model) that is
employed by a battery management system as part of a
vehicle management system in operation of a vehicle (see
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FIGS.1A-1B, 2A-2B and 16-17) and that can also be used by
systems to manage the configuration of the battery system of
the vehicle (see FIGS. 9A-9E,; 10A-10G, 11A-11D and 19)
and to manage inventory of battery modules (see FIGS.
22-25) and to manage the life-cycle of battery modules (see
FIGS. 26A-26B) or to manage a fleet of vehicles (see FIGS.
12A-12B and 31).

According to an exemplary embodiment, the analytics sys-
tem can be configured to use any of a wide variety of catego-
ries of data and information from data sources regularly avail-
able or periodically available including categories of
information that may only periodically be available (such as
dependent upon connectivity by vehicles or vehicle systems
to external networks including the internet); the analytics
system can be programmed to use the data and information as
is available from databases and/or to perform, acquire or
obtain data and information (e.g. updated) from sources
according to a hierarchy or routine according to availability
intended to ensure that reliable/accurate data and information
is used; the analytics system may provide checks and redun-
dancy in data sources to enhance system reliability. See FIGS.
2A-2B, 3,16,27A-27D and 28. The analytics system may be
configured to anticipate need and use of data and information
and to obtain data updates for storage in a data base (e.g.
autonomously or by program) as useful or necessary when
updated data and information is available. See, e.g., FIGS.
2A-2B. In implementation of the system and method, rede-
termined objectives for predictive management may com-
prise consideration of at least one of (a) optimizing efficiency
of operation of the fleet; (b) reducing cost of operation; (c)
extending life-cycle of components; (d) priority of duties to
be performed. According to an exemplary embodiment, such
considerations may be categorized by priority. According to
any preferred embodiment, the system will be provided with
data storage (e.g. databases) to store all data and information
needed for use and operation. According to a preferred
embodiment, items of data and information for the system
may be structured in categories relating to the type of the item
of data and information and the manner in which the item of
data and information can be acquired or otherwise obtained
for the management system. See FIGS. 27A-27C.

According to an exemplary embodiment, data sources pro-
vide data as data records accessible to the computing system
of'the analytics system by data communications or from data
storage (e.g. managed in a database and/or data files). See
FIGS. 27A-27D and 28. The data sources from a vehicle may
include instrumentation of systems and components associ-
ated with vehicle systems. See FIGS. 1A-1C, 2A-2B and
27A-27C. According to an exemplary embodiment, instru-
mentation providing data for analytics is associated with
vehicle systems such as the battery system; instrumentation
may comprise a global positioning system, an accelerometer,
data acquisition systems for monitored systems and compo-
nents, a thermal monitoring system (e.g. thermocouple or
other temperature monitoring system or device), etc.; the
instrumentation devices may comprise data storage capabil-
ity (e.g. to buffer and store data to be transmitted).

According to an exemplary embodiment, the system for
analytics may be connected to a network so that data sources
include other sources (e.g. sources available on an external
proprietary network or the internet). See FIGS. 2B, 3, 4A-4C,
18, 27A-27D and 28. According to an exemplary embodi-
ment, data sources may provide data relating to operating
conditions for vehicles and vehicle systems in duty, such as
duty or route of vehicles, operators of vehicles, types of
vehicles, configurations of vehicle systems, operating condi-
tions of vehicles in the duty and environmental conditions of
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vehicles in the duty. See FIGS. 27A-27D. According to an
exemplary embodiment, operating conditions available from
data sources (on vehicles and external to vehicles) may
include at least one of temperature, weather, weather forecast,
time of day, day of week, day of year, global positioning
system (GPS) location data, traffic conditions at locations,
route information for vehicles in duty and available resources
for vehicle systems. Experimental data or empirical data for
vehicles and vehicle systems/components may be available.
According to an exemplary embodiment, available resources
from vehicle systems may comprise data related to refueling
and/or recharging, energy cost data and network connectivity
to the internet; the system can be configured so that updated/
current data is used when available and actual data is obtained
or used if available.

Data and information from the analytics system can be
retrieved and accessed from network-connected databases/
data stores computing device for purposes of review, backup,
evaluation, forensic and analytics. Data and information from
multiple data sources can be collected, aggregated, combined
and compared and used for any of a wide variety of purposes,
including evaluating of system/vehicle/component perfor-
mance, driver/operator profiling, trend identification, optimi-
zation program/routine development and modification, busi-
ness analytics, resource and facility planning, pattern
identification, profile development, capacity monitoring and
development, performance comparison, product evaluation,
cause-effect evaluation, experimentation, etc. (see e.g.
TABLES B through I).

According to any exemplary embodiment, the system is
configured to use data from data sources to enhance the per-
formance of vehicle systems such as the energy storage sys-
tem and/or vehicles in operation, for example, to improve
energy efficiency to extend component life, to optimize per-
formance of duties, to reduce the occurrence of malfunctions/
failure, to ensure proper use of components, to manage ser-
vice routines, to manage and optimize product life-cycle, etc.

According to an exemplary embodiment, the data analytics
system may use data and other considerations in the perfor-
mance of various functions (and combinations of functions)
including but not limited to: improve accuracy of dataused by
systems (e.g. data models and data sets); identify patterns and
trends in aggregated data (e.g. as to performance of vehicle
systems and components and/or conditions of operation);
update data models for components; update data sets from
data sources; optimize data sets/data models and/or programs
relating to performance of various combinations of compo-
nents and conditions; optimize data sets/data models and/or
programs relating to performance of various combinations of
components and duties in conditions; optimize data sets/data
models and/or programs relating to performance of various
combinations of components and vehicles for duties; opti-
mize data sets/data models and/or programs relating to per-
formance of various combinations of components and
vehicles in conditions; optimize management of vehicle sys-
tems with components; improve accuracy of data models
including computational models and related development;
facilitate data-mining of aggregate data for research (e.g. asto
performance of vehicle systems and components and/or con-
ditions of operation); facilitate data operations including
comparison and evaluation; facilitate data analysis and inter-
pretation of aggregated data; maintain accurate database con-
tent for systems; identify opportunities for component and
vehicle performance improvement; update operating pro-
grams for systems; enhance data sets with empirical data
from actual performance; improve predictive management of
vehicle systems based on data; management of vehicle sys-
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tems using data from actual performance of components;
create data models and operating programs using actual per-
formance data for components (e.g. supplemental data mod-
els and operating program routines/modules); identify failure
modes and conditions for components from data of actual
performance; improve data quality from data sources; com-
mercialize data sets aggregated from data sources (e.g. to data
vendors/services, component producers/service stations,
etc.); update locations of available system resources (e.g.
charging stations, wireless charging locations, etc.); package
data sets for commercialization to outside entities (e.g. to data
vendors/services, component producers/service stations,
etc.); and manage life-cycle of components including using
data as to phase of life-cycle and classifications of duties/
routes, conditions/climate, etc. See also TABLES B-1.

According to an exemplary embodiment, the data analytics
function/system also provides commercialization opportuni-
ties to establish data-related opportunities to improve rev-
enues and enhance productivity including partnerships with
customers, suppliers or other entities that make it possible to
combine external data with internal data. Data made available
through an analytics function/system can be interchanged
within an enterprise to build institutional knowledge, identify
opportunities/options, identify risks and hazards, analyze and
make trade-offs (e.g. “build versus buy” trade-offs), data-
mined for hidden trends, improve insights into customer rela-
tionships (e.g. retention and pricing), perform modeling and
analysis (including core data, models and tools such as pre-
dictive or optimization models) evaluate and establish strate-
gic objectives, identify expected performance improvements,
develop new metrics, etc.

Fleet Management

According to an exemplary embodiment, a fleet manage-
ment system (FMS) is provided for a group or fleet (F) of
multiple vehicles having vehicle systems such as an energy
storage system. See FIGS. 12A-12B and 31.

Referring to FIG. 12A, a set or fleet of vehicles each with
a management system with a data center connected by net-
work through a computing device is shown schematically
according to an exemplary embodiment. See also FIG. 12B
(showing fleet of vehicles with identified battery systems).
According to an exemplary embodiment, the systems and
methods for configuration, management, operation, etc. of an
individual vehicle having an energy storage system such as a
battery system with interchangeable components such as bat-
tery modules will apply to a fleet comprising one or more such
vehicles.

The fleet of vehicles is connected by network to a comput-
ing system at a facility from which fleet management opera-
tions (or some portion of fleet operations) may be performed;
according to an exemplary embodiment as shown schemati-
cally, the computing system comprises a computing device
CS with anetwork interface/adapter N and a user interface Ul.
See FIGS. 4A-4C and 12A-12B. At computing device CS, a
person will be able to access the management system of a
network-accessible vehicle in the fleet and perform opera-
tions such as programming of certain vehicle systems,
uploading and downloading data and information, diagnostic
tests and monitoring, etc. Data records available may be
accessed from information from a mobile device, such as a
smart phone, a mobile phone, a tablet, etc. See FIG. 18.

Referring to FIG. 31, system and data operations for a fleet
management system comprising a fleet of vehicles with
vehicle systems, such as an energy storage system comprising
a battery system with components such as battery modules, is
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shown schematically according to an exemplary embodiment
(seealso FIGS.1A-1C,2A-2B and 12A). The fleet of vehicles
comprises each of the vehicles with vehicle systems as
installed and/or configured/configurable with components to
perform functions and duties such as travel on designated
routes for designated activities under the operation of drivers/
operators: data and information as to the fleet and functions/
duties is provided to the computing system and database for
the fleet management system along with data and information
as to vehicle systems and components (e.g. type and status,
see FIGS. 14, 15A-15B, 22 and 26 A). According to an exem-
plary embodiment, the fleet management system uses data
and objectives (e.g. criteria, objectives, considerations,
weighting, etc. for operation of the fleet such as cost effi-
ciency, reducing total cost, extending component life, etc. as
determined and implemented) in an operating program/algo-
rithm to manage fleet operations; the fleet management sys-
tem identifies options (among other considerations) for con-
figuration of vehicles and vehicle systems and for routes/
duties for vehicles in the fleet. See also TABLES A-J. In
implementation of the system and method, predetermined
objectives for predictive management may comprise consid-
eration of at least one of (a) optimizing efficiency of operation
of the fleet (b) reducing cost of operation; (c¢) extending
life-cycle of components; (d) priority of duties to be per-
formed. According to an exemplary embodiment, such con-
siderations may be categorized by priority. According to an
exemplary embodiment, the fleet operations comprise
(among other functions) assignment of route/duty to specific
vehicles in the fleet, configuration of vehicles and vehicle
systems with components for the duty (see e.g. FIGS. 11E,
19, 20A-20B, 21A-21B, 23, 25 and 26A-26B), loading of a
program/plan for management and operation of each of the
vehicles and vehicle systems (see e.g. FIGS. 3,4A-4C, 13 and
16-17) and monitoring of the fleet of vehicles. According to
an exemplary embodiment, monitoring of the fleet of vehicles
will comprise collection of data for an analytics system/func-
tion (such as indicated in FIGS. 27A-27D, 28, 29 and 30A-
30B).

As indicated in FIGS. 4A-4C (and 12B), vehicles may be
operated individually (e.g. as a personal/family or small-
business vehicle) or may be operated in fleets (e.g. by entities
such as commercial entities, rental agencies, governmental/
municipal entities, etc.). According to an exemplary embodi-
ment, multiple individual or fleet vehicles may be aggregated
or associated in one or more groups or fleets (e.g. fleets or
groups according to common or shared attributes such as
type, manufacturer, model, location, service center/pattern,
component configuration, driver/operator association or type,
use or use history, etc.); data/network connectivity and data
operations for groups (formal, informal, or selective) may be
configured based on the needs, interests or capabilities of the
group/fleet and network/user interfaces and nodes developed
or configured for vehicles (and operators of vehicles) in the
group or fleet. For example, a group of vehicles sold by or
serviced at a vehicle dealer, from a particular manufacturer,
registered with an association or club (e.g. automobile asso-
ciation/club, etc.) or otherwise affiliated in some manner or
with a collective interest/purpose may be provided with
shared network and data connectivity (e.g. operated under a
fleet management system and with shared use of related data/
information access).

As indicated schematically in FIGS. 2A-2B, 3, 4A-4C,
12A-12B and 31, the management system for a vehicle or
fleet of vehicles may be configured to allow network-con-
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nected access from various other computing systems, such as
mobile devices, home/office computers, fleet/service center,
data center, etc.

According to an exemplary embodiment, vehicles within a
fleet may also be operated according to a management plan/
program and with a configuration modified for a particular
operator/driver or use/duty. For example, fleet vehicles such
as rental/motor pool/company vehicles may be assigned
(typically temporarily) to an individual operator on a long-
term or short-term basis; the operator may be provided with
personal access for data interchange as well as control for the
vehicle management system via an authorized mobile/com-
puting device (e.g. smart phone, cellular telephone, tablet
computer, etc.).

Fleet management operations may be coordinated with an
analytics function to use data to build, share and update data-
bases (e.g. data sets, data models, etc. using actual perfor-
mance data from components in operation vehicles in condi-
tions or test data) that can be used by multiple vehicles and
vehicle systems (both within a fleet and outside a fleet of
vehicles).

SCENARIOS/EXAMPLES

The operation and practice of the methods/systems and
components can be further described with reference to vari-
ous scenarios/examples in various conditions for vehicle sys-
tems such as an energy storage system shown as a battery
system for a vehicle. See e.g. FIGS. 1A-1B and 2A-2B.

Example A
Personal Vehicle Configuration/Reconfiguration

Data sources make data available to the vehicle and opera-
tor as indicated in FIGS. 2A-2B, 3 and 4A-4C. Data inputs
comprise anticipated vehicle use/duty and available battery
configurations for the vehicle.

For abattery system with interchangeable battery modules,
different configurations of the battery system may be recom-
mended and installed/implemented for different anticipated
operating conditions through installation of different types of
battery modules in the vehicle.

In operation according to an exemplary embodiment, the
system provides direction for configuration of the battery
system based on data available from data sources. As indi-
cated, with various other (interchangeable) battery modules
of various other type/phase/condition, the battery system can
be configured to provide a wide range of performance char-
acteristics adapted or adaptable to suit intended specializa-
tion/optimization objectives or requirements comprising or
according to any of a wide variety of other considerations
such as energy efficiency, total costs, etc. See TABLE 1.
Battery types comprise a high energy type (e.g. with
enhanced range/capacity) and a high power type (e.g. with
enhanced rate of power delivery/energy transfer). The vehicle
may be configured with an objective to enhance performance
in anticipated conditions of operation: for typical commuting,
two high power modules and four high energy modules (see
FIG. 20A); for along trip (accepting reduced acceleration but
increased range), six high energy modules (see F1G. 20B); for
intensive recreation activity such as street racing or mountain
driving, five high power modules and one high energy module
(see FIG. 20C).

Actual use and performance data will be provided to a
database and data center for data analytics.
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Example B

Single Vehicle Use/Management

Data sources make data available to the vehicle as indicated
in FIGS. 2A-2B, 3 and 4A-4C. Data inputs comprise pre-
dicted route (e.g. based on prior GPS history or user input)
plus topographic/road information plus predicted ambient
temperatures (cold weather) plus battery capacity and capac-
ity versus discharge rate, plus battery charge state, etc.

Data analysis determines that the intended route has steep
slopes which in cold ambient conditions will drain batteries at
high rate, reducing overall capacity sufficiently to require
early recharge (before end-of-route).

In operation according to an exemplary embodiment, the
management system provides that recommended plan for
control output is to limit maximum sustained power drain
(and therefore limit uphill speed) until battery internal tem-
perature has risen to a higher value. The system may also
activate a battery heater (consuming some stored energy) to
raise battery temperature before encountering high-drain part
of the route.

If battery modules are interchangeable (swappable) mod-
ules, the system may recommend or select installation of
high-power batteries versus high-energy batteries. The sys-
tem will provide alerts and communication to advise the
user/operator to either limit total distance traveled (provide a
message “don’t run extra errands today”) or to recharge the
battery module during the day. Communications may be pro-
vided to the user/operator at a user interface in the vehicle as
well as to computing devices such as a home computer, table
computer and smart phones.

Actual use and performance data will be provided to a
database and data center for data analytics.

Example C
Single Vehicle Use/Management

Data sources make data available to the vehicle as indicated
in FIGS. 2A-2B, 3 and 4A-4C. Data inputs comprise pre-
dicted route, traffic prediction (e.g., heavy traffic due to a
scheduled sports event at/or along the route), battery capacity
and regenerative charge efficiency, battery charge state, driver
habits (tendency of the operator to be impatient in traffic and
use of abrupt acceleration

Data analysis determines that there is a significant prob-
ability that the vehicle will be caught in stop-and-go traffic
with low battery charge state at end of day; resultant in fre-
quent heavy discharge/charge cycles at low charge will tend
to decrease battery life (and use history will be recorded on
data/ID tag on battery module as data record).

In operation according to an exemplary embodiment, the
management system provides that recommended plan for
control output (in addition to other measures, e.g., limiting
maximum discharge rate) should include exceeding normally
optimum recharge rate during a mid-day charging stop so that
battery charge state will be higher at the end of the day.

In operation according to an exemplary embodiment, the
system provides that recommended plan for configuration
with interchangeable modular batteries is to select at least one
module with high cycle life to accommodate stop-and-go
conditions.

Actual use and performance data will be provided to a
database and data center for data analytics.
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Example D

Small-Fleet Management (e.g., Delivery Trucks,
Buses)

Data sources make data available to the vehicle as indicated
in FIGS. 2A-2B, 3 and 4A-4C. Data is available to a data
center to perform fleet management operations for a fleet of
vehicles with battery systems.

Routes and battery usage are predictable and are normally
set up for efficient use of battery modules; e.g., battery packs
with new (highest-capacity) battery modules are installed in
vehicles with most demanding routes. However, a predicted
weather event (very high temperatures) will make most
demanding routes exceed the energy capacity of the best
battery packs, due to air conditioning loads and battery losses
at high temperature (as predicted and based on data/compu-
tation models).

In operation according to an exemplary embodiment, the
management system provides that recommended plan for
control output is to identify vehicles with battery systems
comprising at-risk battery modules and assign special routes,
modified to reduce demand; plan will also recommend swap-
ping vehicles partway through the day between high and low
demand routes, or otherwise provide additional support
resources for possible in-field events/failures.

In operation according to an exemplary embodiment, the
system provides that recommended plan for a fleet is to delib-
erately assign highest-capacity battery packs to less demand-
ing routes that can be completed on one charge and low-
capacity batteries to high demand routes with vehicles
swapped out (e.g., use “reserve” vehicle to replace a
“depleted” vehicle halfway through the day).

Additional inventory of new high-capacity battery mod-
ules is ordered from a regional center as needed; failed battery
modules are designated in life-cycle management system and
reconditioned or recycled.

Actual use and performance data will be provided to a
database and data center for data analytics. Data models for
battery module types will be updated to reflect actual perfor-
mance data in the demanding route/weather conditions. Data
will be shared with subscribers including other fleet managers
and component/vehicle producers.

Example E

Large-Fleet Management (e.g., Delivery Trucks,
Buses)

Data sources make data available to the vehicle as indicated
in FIGS. 2A-2B, 3 and 4A-4C. Data is available to a data
center to perform fleet management operations for a fleet of
vehicles with battery systems.

Vehicles are in operation under the direction of a fleet
management system. Vehicles are in operation at multiple
locations. At one location the duty to be performed by the
vehicles is demanding and requires more energy to be used.

Routes and battery usage are predictable and are normally
set up for efficient use of battery modules; e.g., battery packs
with new (highest-capacity) battery modules are installed in
vehicles with most demanding routes. As battery modules are
used the effects of age and use reduce the capacity and other
performance characteristics of the battery modules.

In operation according to an exemplary embodiment, the
management system will transfer battery modules from one
location to the other location so that the battery system in the
vehicles of the fleet of vehicles based at the location where the
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duty to be performed is more demanding each have installed
higher-capacity/newer battery modules. Later in life-cycle
the battery modules are used in the battery system of vehicles
in the fleet of vehicles at the location where the duty to be
performed is not as demanding.

In operation according to an exemplary embodiment, the
system provides that recommended plan for a fleetis to assign
highest-capacity battery packs (e.g. with new battery mod-
ules) to more vehicles in operation in more demanding duty
stations. Use of battery modules is monitored regularly and as
battery modules age and have reduced capacity/performance
the battery modules are transferred for installation in other
vehicles in the fleet that perform standard duty.

Additional inventory of new high-capacity battery mod-
ules is ordered from regional center as needed; failed battery
modules are designated in life-cycle management system and
reconditioned or recycled.

Actual use and performance data will be provided to a
database and data center for data analytics. Data models for
battery module types will be updated to reflect actual perfor-
mance data in the demanding route/weather conditions. Data
will be shared with subscribers including other fleet managers
and component/vehicle producers.

Example F

Single Vehicle Use/Management (Deterministic)
(Alternative)

Data sources make data available to the vehicle as indicated
in FIGS. 2A-2B, 3 and 4A-4C. Data inputs comprise pre-
dicted route (e.g. based on prior GPS history or user input)
plus topographic/road information plus predicted ambient
temperatures (cold weather) plus battery capacity and capac-
ity versus discharge rate, plus battery charge state, etc.

The vehicle is a hybrid-electric vehicle (with a fuel com-
bustion power plant and electric motors each providing pro-
pulsion for the vehicle).

Data analysis determines that the intended route has steep
slopes which in cold ambient conditions will drain batteries at
high rate, reducing overall capacity sufficiently to require
early recharge (before end-of-route).

In operation according to an exemplary embodiment, the
management system provides that recommended plan for
control output is to limit maximum sustained power drain
(and therefore limit uphill speed) until battery internal tem-
perature has risen to a higher value. The system may also
command the fuel combustion engine to provide power when
encountering high-drain part of the route.

If battery modules are interchangeable (swappable) mod-
ules, the system may recommend or select installation of
high-power batteries versus high-energy batteries. The sys-
tem will provide alerts and communication to advise the
user/operator to either limit total distance traveled (provide a
message “refuel the fuel combustion system”) or to recharge
the battery module during the day. Communications may be
provided to the user/operator at a user interface in the vehicle
as well as to computing devices such as a home computer,
table computer and smart phones.

Actual use and performance data will be provided to a
database and data center for data analytics.

Example G

Single Vehicle Use/Management (Probabilistic)
(Alternative)

Data sources make data available to the vehicle as indicated
in FIGS. 2A-2B, 3 and 4A-4C. Data inputs comprise pre-
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dicted route, traffic prediction (e.g., heavy traffic due to a
scheduled sports event at/or along the route), battery capacity
and regenerative charge efficiency, battery charge state, driver
habits (tendency of the operator to be impatient in traffic and
use of abrupt acceleration).

The vehicle is a hybrid-electric vehicle (with a fuel com-
bustion power plant and electric motors each providing pro-
pulsion for the vehicle).

Data analysis determines that there is a significant prob-
ability that the vehicle will be caught in stop-and-go traffic
with low battery charge state at end of day; resultant in fre-
quent heavy discharge/charge cycles at low charge will tend
to decrease battery life (and use history will be recorded on
data/ID tag on battery module as data record).

In operation according to an exemplary embodiment, the
management system provides that recommended plan for
control output (in addition to other measures, e.g., limiting
maximum discharge rate) should include exceeding normally
optimum recharge rate during a mid-day charging stop so that
battery charge state will be higher at the end of the day. The
fuel combustion engine will be used if the battery system
capacity is reduced below a designated threshold value (and/
or periodically for a generator to recharge the battery system).

In operation according to an exemplary embodiment, the
system provides that recommended plan for configuration
with interchangeable modular batteries is to select at least one
module with high cycle life to accommodate stop-and-go
conditions.

Actual use and performance data will be provided to a
database and data center for data analytics.

seskesk

It is important to note that the construction and arrange-
ment of the elements of the inventions as described in system
and method and as shown in the figures above is illustrative
only. Although some embodiments of the present inventions
have been described in detail in this disclosure, those skilled
in the art who review this disclosure will readily appreciate
that many modifications are possible without materially
departing from the novel teachings and advantages of the
subject matter recited. Accordingly, all such modifications
are intended to be included within the scope of the present
inventions. Other substitutions, modifications, changes and
omissions may be made in the design, variations in the
arrangement or sequence of process/method steps, operating
conditions and arrangement of the preferred and other exem-
plary embodiments without departing from the spirit of the
present inventions.

It is important to note that the system and method of the
present inventions can comprise conventional technology
(e.g. vehicle technology, battery systems, battery technology,
instrumentation/monitoring technology, control systems,
computing systems, networking technology, data storage,
systems/software, application programs, etc.) or any other
applicable technology (present or future) that has the capa-
bility to perform the functions and processes/operations indi-
cated in the FIGURES. All such technology is considered to
be within the scope of the present inventions.
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TABLES TABLE C-continued
Vehicle type and use
TABLE A 5 Data Item Source
Legend Driver-vehicle relationships ND
Data Sources (e.g. vehicle/component or network) Vehicle systems/monitoring VD/SC
Vehicle instrumentation VD
Code Data Source Vehicle maintenance ND
VM Vehicle measured/detected Veh}cle analytics ND
VI Vehicle input 10 Veh}cle events ND
Vs Vehicle data storage Vehicle mode/programs VS/ND
ol Operator/user input Similar vehicle data ND
ND Network data
NS Network data storage
NV Network verified
SC System calculated/estimated 15 TABLE D
Route/duty (event/trip/activity)
TABLE B Data Item Source
20 Duty/route type VS/ND
Data from energy storage system (e.g. battery system) Duty/route classification VS/ND
Data Ttem Source Duty/route event history VS/ND
Duty/route event log VS
Battery module identifier(s) VI/ND Duty/route history Vs
Battery module type (chemistry/form) VI/ND Duty/route activity history VS/ND
Present system configuration VI/ND 25 Duty/route activity/trip log (track) VI/VS/ND
Battery module condition VIND Route definition/categories UUND
Battery module phase (phase of life-cycle) VI/ND Duty definition/categories ND
Battery module maintenance VI/ND Destination categories ND
Configuration options/inventory VI Destma.tlon (stops) \
System instrumentation VD Waypoints ] Vs
Event/trip/activity-demand history VS/ND 30 Stored routes/ dutlels Vs
Battery module state (age/history/event) VI Custom routes/duties Ol
Battery system/module status vD Driver-event relationship VS/ND
Battery system monitoring vD Services/service facilities ND
Charge/discharge history (cycles)(depth of VD/SC Energy use history ND
discharge) Duty/route trip-energy demand history ND
State of health (SOH) VD/SC GPS data (Global Positioning System) VS/ND
State of char: 35 Load/demand profile/history ND
ge (SOC) VD/SC
Power/energy remaining capacity/life VD/SC Criticality of duty/route ND
(throughput)
Condition (internal resistance, deterioration) VD
Shock/vibration data VD
Operating limits/recommendations VD TABLE E
Internal resistance/impedance VD 40
Self-discharge rate VD Resources/facilities
Overcharge/thermal event record VD
Electrolyte level(if applicable) VD Data Item Source
Gas pressure (if applicable) VD
Reconditioning options/history VI/ND Inventory availability (matching/use) ND
Voltage balance (cell balance) VD 45 Locations of facilities (types and options) ND
Total energy throughput SC/VD/ND Network access locations (by service provider) ND
Energy throughput history VS/ND Fuel stations ND
Control strategy data ND Fuel costs (by location) ND
Performance history ND Maintenance/service centers ND
Override factors Ul Charging stations VS/ND
Warranty Status ND 50 Charging costs (by location) ND
Mobile internet coverage (by service provider) ND
Cellular network coverage (by service provider) ND
Resource use history ND
TABLE C Facility use history VS/ND
Network/internet access history VS/ND
Vehicle type and use 55
Data Item Source
TABLE F
Vehicle identity VS
Vehicle type A\ Operator/driver identification and preferences
Vehicle configuration VI/VS/VD 60
Vehicle age Vs Data Item Source
Vehicle status (operations/ VS/ND
systems) performance Operator/driver identity VI
Vehicle fuel level VD Operator/driver style VS/ND/OIL
Service record VS/ND Operator/driver history VS/ND
Duty/use history VS/ND Operator/driver demographics ND
Duty/use patterns ND 65 Operator/driver record ND
Duty/use types ND Operator/driver preferences VS/ND/OIL
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TABLE F-continued

54
TABLE J-continued

Operator/driver identification and preferences

Data Item Source
Operator/driver destinations ND
Operator/driver type/category ND
Operator/driver patterns SC/ND
Operator/driver-vehicle relationship ND
Operator/driver-duty/route relationship ND
Operator/driver analytics ND
Similar operator/driver data ND
Operator/driver events VS/ND
TABLE G

Road conditions/traffic (at location/on route/at destination)

Data Item Source
Traffic congestion ND
Road conditions ND
Road construction/detours/delays ND
Road type VS/ND
Terrain/grade (topography) VS/ND
Alternative routing (GPS or override) VS/ND
Seasonal road closures ND
Vehicle restrictions (height/weight/etc.) VS/ND
Traffic regulations/speed limits VS/ND
GPS data VS
GPS update ND
TABLE H
Date/time/season
Data Item Source
Date (day/month/year) ND
Time of day ND
Day of week ND
Time of year ND
Season/climate SC
TABLE I
Environmental condition/weather
(at location/on route/at destination)
Data Item Source
Current temperature/conditions VM
Current conditions (e.g. precipitation/ ND
cloud cover/etc.)
Humidity VM
Forecast temperature (average/high/low) ND
Forecast conditions ND
Recorded temperature (history) ND
Recorded conditions (history) ND
TABLE ]
Plan Objectives

Cost-reduction

Overall efficiency

Optimize time

Extended life

Reduced emissions

Net energy consumption
Maximum energy at destination
Optimize network connectivity
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Plan Objectives

Reduced traffic
Access to resources
Redundancy/criticality

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for management of a fleet of vehicles having
vehicle systems including an energy storage system with at
least one modular component comprising the steps of:

(a) operating a program on a computing system for man-
agement of the fleet of vehicles using data available by
connectivity to data sources;

(b) establishing connectivity to at least one data source
providing data available to be used by the computing
system,

wherein management of the fleet of vehicles comprises use
of considerations and data by the computing system for
predictive management of the fleet of vehicles at least
for (a) selection of vehicles to be deployed, (b) configu-
ration of vehicles to be deployed, (c) assignment of
duties to vehicles and (d) predicted conditions for opera-
tion of vehicles;

wherein considerations for management of the fleet of
vehicles comprise at least (a) predetermined objectives
for management of the fleet of vehicles, (b) conditions of
the duties of the fleet of vehicles and (¢) configuration of
the vehicle in the fleet;

wherein a vehicle in the fleet is configurable with modular
energy storage components as directed by the comput-
ing system for the vehicle to be operated for perfor-
mance of a duty;

wherein data for the computing system comprises at least
data relating to (a) vehicles in the fleet (b) type of
vehicles in the fleet, (¢) configuration options for
vehicles in the fleet and (d) duties to be performed by
vehicles in the fleet;

wherein predictive management comprises use of data
from at least one data source external to vehicles in the
fleet to operate vehicles in accordance with conditions
predicted to be encountered by the vehicles in operation;

so that the computing system uses considerations and data
available by connectivity for management of the fleet of
vehicles to configure a selected vehicle in the fleet based
on predicted conditions of use of the selected vehicle and
vehicles in the fleet are configured with modular energy
storage components for performance of duties and
assigned duties as directed by the computing system.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the computing system is
configured with an operating program to use considerations
and data for management of the fleet of vehicles.

3. The method of claim 1 further comprising a database
connected to the computing system as at least one data source
for the predictive management of the fleet of vehicles.

4. The method of claim 1 further comprising connectivity
by the computing system to at least one data source associated
with at least one vehicle providing data available to be used by
the computing system.

5. The method of claim 1 wherein the components are
categorized by type.

6. The method of claim 1 wherein the components are
categorized by status.

7. The method of claim 1 wherein each vehicle in the fleet
is classified by type.
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8. The method of claim 1 wherein each vehicle in the fleet
is classified by status.

9. The method of claim 1 wherein the conditions of duty are
classified by type.

10. The method of claim 1 wherein the considerations are
categorized by priority.

11. The method of claim 1 wherein the considerations
further comprise (d) assignment of operators available to be
assigned to operate vehicles in the fleet.

12. The method of claim 1 wherein the considerations
further comprise (e) options for route planning for vehicles in
the fleet.

13. The method of claim 1 wherein the considerations
further comprise (f) options for configuration of components
for vehicle systems in vehicles.

14. The method of claim 1 wherein the considerations
further comprise (g) options for service of components and
vehicles.

15. The method of claim 1 wherein conditions of duty
comprise operating conditions based on data from data
sources.

16. The method of claim 1 wherein conditions of duty
comprise predicted operating conditions based on data from
data sources.

17. The method of claim 1 wherein the data further com-
prises (e) types of duties to be performed by vehicles in the
fleet.

18. The method of claim 1 wherein the computing system
uses data available from data sources to monitor the perfor-
mance of vehicles in the fleet.

19. The method of claim 1 wherein predetermined objec-
tives are provided to the computing system from a user inter-
face when the operating program is operated on the comput-
ing system.

20. The method of claim 1 wherein predetermined objec-
tives for predictive management comprise consideration of at
least one of (a) optimizing efficiency of operation of the fleet;
(b) reducing cost of operation; (c) extending life-cycle of
components; (d) priority of duties to be performed.

21. The method of claim 1 wherein objectives for a recom-
mended configuration of the energy storage system comprise
at least one of energy efficiency; total operating cost; energy
availability; emissions; and extending component life.

22. The method of claim 1 wherein the energy storage
system comprises at least one of a battery system, regenera-
tive fuel cell, a capacitor, waste heat storage, mechanical
energy storage, spring, flywheel and compressed gas.

23. The method of claim 1 wherein the energy storage
system comprises a battery system with at least two battery
packs each comprising at least one battery module.

24. The method of claim 1 wherein the energy storage
system comprises a battery system with a first type of battery
module and a second type of battery module.

25. A system for management of a fleet of vehicles having
vehicle systems including an energy storage system with at
least one modular component comprising:

a computing system configured for management of the
fleet of vehicles using data available by connectivity to
data sources;

connectivity to at least one data source for data available to
be used by the computing system;

wherein management of the fleet of vehicles comprises use
of considerations and data by the computing system for
predictive management of the fleet of vehicles at least
for (a) selection of vehicles to be deployed, (b) configu-
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ration of vehicles to be deployed, (c) assignment of
duties to vehicles and (d) predicted conditions for opera-
tion of vehicles;

wherein considerations for management of the fleet of
vehicles comprise at least (a) predetermined objectives
for management of the fleet of vehicles, (b) conditions of
the duties of the fleet of vehicles and (¢) configuration of
the vehicle in the fleet;

wherein a vehicle in the fleet is configurable with modular
energy storage components as directed by the comput-
ing system for the vehicle to be operated for perfor-
mance of a duty;

wherein data for the computing system comprises at least
data relating to (a) vehicles in the fleet (b) type of
vehicles in the fleet, (¢) configuration options for
vehicles in the fleet and (d) duties to be performed by
vehicles in the fleet;

wherein the fleet of vehicles comprises a plurality of recon-
figurable vehicles;

wherein the plurality of reconfigurable vehicles comprises
a reconfigurable vehicle that can be configured in a first
configuration for a first use and a second configuration
for a second use;

wherein predictive management comprises use of data
from at least one data source external to vehicles in the
fleet to operate vehicles in accordance with conditions
predicted to be encountered by the vehicles in operation;

so that the computing system uses considerations and data
available by connectivity for management of the fleet of
vehicles and reconfigurable vehicles in the fleet are con-
figured selectively with modular energy storage compo-
nents for performance of duties and assigned duties as
directed by the computing system.

26. A system for management of a fleet of vehicles having
vehicle systems including a battery system with at least one
battery module to provide energy for vehicle systems com-
prising:

a computing system configured for management of the
fleet of vehicles using data available by connectivity to
data sources;

connectivity to at least one data source for data available to
be used by the computing system;

wherein management of the fleet of vehicles comprises use
of considerations and data by the computing system for
predictive management of the fleet of vehicles at least
for (a) selection of vehicles to be deployed, (b) configu-
ration of vehicles to be deployed, (c) assignment of
duties to vehicles and (d) predicted conditions for opera-
tion of vehicles;

wherein considerations for management of the fleet of
vehicles comprise at least (a) predetermined objectives
for management of the fleet of vehicles, (b) conditions of
the duties of the fleet of vehicles and (¢) configuration of
the vehicle in the fleet;

wherein a vehicle in the fleet is configurable with battery
modules as directed by the computing system for the
vehicle to be operated for performance of a duty;

wherein data for the computing system comprises at least
data relating to (a) vehicles in the fleet (b) type of
vehicles in the fleet, (¢) configuration options for
vehicles in the fleet and (d) duties to be performed by
vehicles in the fleet;

wherein predictive management comprises use of data
from at least one data source external to vehicles in the
fleet to operate vehicles in accordance with conditions
predicted to be encountered by the vehicles in operation;
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wherein the battery modules are categorized by type and
status; wherein the vehicles in the fleet are categorized
by type and status;

so that the computing system uses considerations and data
available by connectivity for management of the fleet of
vehicles and vehicles in the fleet are configured selec-
tively with battery modules for performance of duties
and assigned duties according to type and status as
directed by the computing system;

so that a selected vehicle in the fleet may be configured in
avariety of configurations wherein each configuration is
directed to an intended use of the selected vehicle for
performance of assigned duties.

27. A method for management of a fleet of vehicles having
vehicle systems including a battery system with at least one
modular component comprising the steps of:

(a) operating an operating program on a computing system
for management of a fleet of vehicles using data avail-
able by connectivity to data sources;

(b) establishing connectivity to at least one data source
providing data available to be used by the computing
system,

wherein management of the fleet of vehicles comprises use
of considerations and data by the computing system for
predictive management of the fleet of vehicles at least
for (a) selection of vehicles to be deployed, (b) configu-
ration of vehicles to be deployed, (¢) assignment of
duties to vehicles and (d) predicted conditions for opera-
tion of vehicles;

wherein considerations for management of the fleet of
vehicles comprise at least (a) predetermined objectives
for management of the fleet of vehicles, (b) conditions of
the duties of the fleet of vehicles and (¢) configuration of
the vehicle in the fleet;
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wherein the vehicle in the fleet is configurable with modu-
lar components as directed by the computing system for
the vehicle to perform a duty;

wherein the at least one modular component comprises an

interchangeable battery module;
wherein data for the computing system comprises at least
data relating to (a) vehicles in the fleet (b) type of
vehicles in the fleet, (¢) configuration options for
vehicles in the fleet and (d) duties to be performed by
vehicles in the fleet;
wherein predictive management comprises use of data
from at least one data source external to vehicles in the
fleet to operate vehicles in accordance with conditions
predicted to be encountered by the vehicles in operation;

so that the computing system uses considerations and data
available by connectivity for management of the fleet of
vehicles to configure a selected vehicle in the fleet based
on predicted conditions of use of the selected vehicle and
vehicles in the fleet are configured with modular com-
ponents for performance of duties and assigned duties as
directed by the computing system.

28. The method of claim 27 wherein the computing system
is configured with an operating program to use considerations
and data for management of the fleet of vehicles.

29. The method of claim 28 wherein the operating program
comprises a routine using the predetermined considerations
for management of the fleet of vehicles for the computing
system.

30. The method of claim 29 wherein the operating program
comprises an algorithm.

31. The method of claim 27 further comprising a database
connected to the computing system as at least one data source
for the predictive management of the fleet of vehicles.
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